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Frederick Douglass arrives in Phoenixville 

  At this point in the school year, we 
are all aware of the building theme: 
“If there is no struggle, there is no 
progress,” a quote from one of the 
most famous Frederick Douglass 
speeches, given on August 3, 1857. 
As the driving force behind the 
2017-2018 school year, this theme 
is designed to demonstrate “the 
importance of students being resil-

ient and overcoming adversity,” 
according to Dr. Parkinson. How-
ever, the building theme has taken 
on a life of its own and has been 
expanded to become a year-long 
study on the life and lessons of 
Frederick Douglass.  
  The program kicked off on Octo-
ber 5, with a one-man show from 
Fred Morsell, a veteran actor who 
performs as Douglass to help 
spread the message of the power 
of education and acceptance. Mor-
sell, a graduate of Dickinson Col-
lege, was motivated at a young age 
by the Civil Rights Movement. His 
family had close ties with many 
influential leaders, with his father 
serving as the associate executive 
director of the NAACP. It was not 
until the 1980’s that Morsell began 
his study and performance of Fred-
erick Douglass, citing former Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan’s 
“understanding about the spiritual 
undertones of this nation” for ignit-
ing his patriotism and as the moti-
vation to explore the historically 
significant depiction. Though Mor-
sell does not perform as Douglass 
as much as he used to in the 90’s, 
he still does around 20 perfor-
mances a year for schools and com-
munities.  
  Regarding the importance of his 
performance, Morsell said, 
“Douglass’ life is a wonderful ar-

chetype for young people 
today, because he shows 
them that if you have that 
spark, that motivation, then 
you still have a chance. The 
more he believed in himself, 
the more successful he be-
came. I want to impart a 
message that people really 
do have that option, that 
they really are important. 
Every individual, no matter 
where you come from or 
how little you might think 
you have, you have the 
power and the inner 
strength to become every-
thing you want to become.” 
  Morsell’s presentation 

covered several of Freder-
ick Douglass’ experiences 
depicted in Narrative of the Life 

of Frederick Douglass, as 
well as excerpts from 
Douglass’ “Fourth of July” 
speech and “West India 
Emancipation,” the 
speech which contains 
this year’s building 
theme. During the in-
tense, gritty, impactful 
performance, Morsell 
demonstrated the hor-
rors of slavery and the 
importance of education. 
“This topic becomes very 
raw, harsh, and un-
pleasant, but it is 
exactly what has to be 
faced to get to the 
other side of peace,” 
Morsell said, in refer-
ence to his one-man 
show. “Douglass un-
derstood that until 
your mind is free, 

your body never will be.”  
  Throughout the day, Morsell 
traveled all over the building to 
share his experiences and some 
of the wisdom of Frederick 
Douglass. The event culminated 
with a luncheon in the library, 
where staff, students, and com-
munity members got a chance 
to meet Morsell and pose for 
pictures.  
  The event was made possible 
through the help of Enduring Im-
pact Productions, a group currently 
working on a major motion picture 
about the life of Frederick 
Douglass. They generously provid-
ed PAHS with copies of Narrative 
of the Life of Frederick Douglass 
for every student, which will allow 
for a community-wide book study, 
with many local organizations, such 
as Diversity in Action, Phoenixville 
Area Positive Alternatives (PAPA), 

and members of the 
Chamber of Commerce 
participating alongside the high 
school. 
  Colin Hanna, a producer of the 
upcoming film, hopes to have the 
screenplay completed by the end 
of this year and begin filming dur-
ing the summer of 2018. “There’s a 
lot of wishing and hoping,” Hanna 
said, “but if you can’t maintain a 
positive attitude, you’ll never get a 
film made.” 
  Alongside the book study, Phoe-

nixville will 
also begin 
implementing 
lessons re-
volving 
around Fred-
erick Douglass into the school cur-
riculum. The English department is 
planning on studying Douglass’ 
most influential works and creating 
a living museum, while members of 
the art department are developing 

a 

Douglass-inspired mural. Foods 
classes are planning on preparing 
Southern dishes from the Civil War 
era. Discussing the year-long study, 
Dr Parkinson said, “the goal is to 
provide a little bit of Frederick 
Douglass in every class. Those who 
read the book and engage in the 
lessons will benefit greatly. I think 
there is so much to be learned 
through all of his works that can 
unify the building. At the very end 

of 

this, I hope the works of Frederick 
Douglass will connect us all and 
create stronger respect, trust, and 
love within the school and commu-
nity.”  
  This year’s building theme has 
paved the way for what should be 
an in-depth, comprehensive study 
of Frederick Douglass. Mr. Mor-
sell’s engaging performance offi-
cially kicked off the program. Of-
fering a final takeaway for students 
and community members, Morsell 
said, “At the end of the day, you 
want to make sure you’ve done one 
more positive thing than negative 
thing. It may be something small, 
but it’s very critical to be able to do 
more good than bad. I think that 
Douglass understood that. I don’t 
think it’s right to speak on 
Douglass’ behalf, but I do think 
that he would want you to know 
that it all begins with you, that 
unity begins with you.” 

Written by: 

Miles 

Noecker 

Fred Morsell, as former slave turned 
Civil-Rights activist, Frederick 
Douglass. 

The book that students received 
for the school and community 
study of Douglass. 

Fred Morsell imparts wisdom to the 
student body on October 5. 

Photo: Sandra Claus 

Fred Morsell, as Frederick Douglass, poses alongside 
faculty, administrators, community members, and 
members of Enduring Impact Productions with copies 
of the Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass. 

Photo: Sandra Claus 

“If there is 
no struggle, 
there is no 
progress” - 
Frederick 
Douglass 



  Most teenagers would think that traveling 
halfway across the world during the sum-
mer would mean a break from school work 
and a chance to relax. This wasn’t neces-
sarily true for senior Conor McQuiston, 
who went on a trip last summer to         
Singapore -- not to take in the sights and 
sounds, but to take part in IYPT, or the 
International Young Physicists Tourna-
ment. 
  Involving around 30 different countries 
from around the world, high school stu-
dents received 17 physics problems during 
the school year beforehand and worked to 
solve them. There were even a few prob-
lems involving building set ups and experi-
ments, like making a “Vacuum Bazooka.” 
Afterwards, a team from each country was 
flown to Singapore to partake in some-
thing called “Physics Fight,” where three 
teams, a presenting team, an opposing 
team, and a reviewing team were all in-
volved. 
  Each team was made up of a group of 
students from different countries. The 
presenting team members presented their 
findings on a certain physics question they 
reviewed; the opposition then proposed 
counter arguments to their findings, and 
the reviewing team decided on what they 
like. In the end, they Singaporean team 
ended up winning the tournament. 
  “The problems can be extremely difficult, 
and the manner with of the presentation 
and the whole fight itself can be difficult 

to get a handle on at first, because you 
don’t want to focus too much on one point, 
but if you don’t hit that point hard enough 
you’ll get points docked,” Conor            
explained. 
  Much of Conor’s interest in physics comes 
from taking the class with Mr. Jennings and 
how interesting and enjoyable he made it. 
After joining the USA’s Young Physicist 
Tournament on a whim, Conor did well 
enough to participate in a selection tour-
nament, and he ended up going to Singa-
pore from July 5th to July 12th. The team 
included Conor, the team captain Anna 
Cassidy from Octorara High School (who is 
now attending Pitt), Emily Solomon from 
Octorara (now attending UPenn), Japnidh 
Thakral from outside San Francisco (now 
attending UC Irvine), Skylar Jeoung from 
San Diego, and Matt Popplewell from 
Coatesville, (now at Purdue University). 
   While he didn’t get the chance to experi-
ence a lot of authentic Singaporean street 
food, Conor and the rest of the US team 
were able to tour a few Chinese and Hindu 
temples, as well as some mosques. Conor 
noted that the people in Singapore all 
seem like very nice and hard working peo-

ple. He said, 
“Our tour guide 
[who showed us 
around] once 

said ‘Sometimes I worry that Singaporeans 
work too hard and don’t play enough.” The 
meals provided by the university ranged 
from Spam, noodles, sausage hot dogs, 
and rice, and Conor was able to get out 
and taste a little Thai food and fried chick-
en. 
  While not traveling the world, Conor 
enjoys subjects involving history, science, 
calculus, and had fun taking Computer 
Science with Mr. McNaughton. While 
Conor used to play 
for the football 
team, he now 
sprints for Spring 
and Winter Track 
and runs in the 4x1. 
Conor is also a 
member of NHS 
and is on the Su-
perintendent Fo-
rum. 
  Though he doesn’t 
have a job at the 
moment, Conor is 
looking for work, 
and in his free time 
enjoys playing 

NCAA Football 14.  In the past he has 
traveled to quite a few exotic locations, 
such as Punta Cana. His many, many 
siblings include his oldest brother Travis, 
who has a PHD in cellular biology; Matt, 
who used to be in the military and now 
works in Real Estate; Alec, who lead the 
football team to their only district 
playoffs win in 2011 and is now working 
on his doctorate in Marine Biology; Sam, 
who works for a pharmaceutical compa-
ny; his sister Ainsley, who just graduated 
last year; and his younger brother De-
clan, who’s now attending Manavon 

Elementary in fourth grade. 
  In terms of colleges, Conor doesn’t have 
anything set in stone yet, but he has visited 
Villanova and is considering applying to 
Penn State, Stanford, Duke, and a few Ivy 
League schools. One thing is for sure: 
whether it’s an international physics tour-
nament, dealing with a massive amount of 
siblings, or working hard during his senior 
year, Conor McQuiston seems to be on the 
ball this year. 

Written by: 

Benjamin Armstrong 

*PEOPLE* 

Sadie Park: Dancing for royalty  

  For those who only know Sadie Park in 
passing, she seems like your average senior 
at PAHS, but as you get to know her, her 
many accomplishments become evident. I 
mean, who else in Phoenixville has danced 
for Prince Williams, Prince Charles, and 
Princess Anne? 
  Sadie began attending Phoenixville Area 
High School in tenth grade when she transferred from The University Scholars 

Program (USP), an honors college-
preparatory program within the PA Lead-
ership Charter School. Soon after begin-
ning school at Phoenixville, Sadie got in-
volved in many different activities such as 
Vocal Ensemble, Academic Team, French 
Club, and the Political Club. She prides 
herself on her rigorous academic track. 
This year alone, she is taking five AP cours-
es. 
  Outside of school, Sadie is deeply in-
volved in music - playing both the piano 
and the violin. She says, “Music is one of 
my passions!” According to Sadie, the only 
thing that can compare to her love of mu-
sic, is her love of baking. 
  Sadie started her dancing career at only 
five years old when her mother signed her 
up for her first Scottish Highland Dancing 

class. 
  She 
ex-
plained, 

“I started dancing because my mother 
signed me up. I fell in love with it after-
wards.” After beginning Highland Dance at 
five, Sadie decided to start Ukrainian 
Dance at age seven and eventually ballet 

at age twelve. 
  This past summer, Sadie took 
her Highland Dancing career to 
the next level by dancing in the 
Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo, 
which has two purposes. The 
first, to display Great Britain's 
 prowess and as well as its com-

monwealth’s achievements, and 
the second, to raise charity mon-
ey to help the UK’s military and 
children. 
  After getting selected through 
a competitive auditioning pro-

cess, Sadie traveled to Edinburgh, Scotland 
to begin training for her per-
formance. Sadie described 
the first week of training as 
“hell week.” She said, “We 
arrived at the beginning of 
the week, and had 
to learn all the cho-
reography in order 
to practice with the 
other acts by 
Wednesday.” 
  The performance 
consisted of over 
twenty different 
acts, and featured 
entertainers from 
around the world. 
Sadie performed 
for three weeks 
with fifty other 
Highland Dancers 
every night except 
Sunday. 
  Sadie said that 
participating in the 
tattoo was a great 
experience because 
every performance 

would have over 9,000 people in attend-
ance. She said one of the most memorable 
moments from the experience was when 
Prince William, Prince Charles, and Prin-
cess Anne attended. Participating in the 
tattoo was a lot a fun, and she made tons 
of great friends.  She explained, “The last 
night was really really sad because we had 
to say goodbye.” 
  Sadie hopes to participate in the tattoo 
again next year and aspires to continue her 
dancing career and eventually dance pro-
fessionally as a Ukrainian dancer. 
  Sadie is a little uncertain about her future 
after graduating, but hopes to become a 
pastry chef or a hotel manager. Without a 
doubt, no matter what Sadie decides to do, 
she will undoubtedly dance her way to 
success! 
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Written by: 

Gabrielle Dato 

Conor McQuiston: Physics and beyond  

The US team together for a group 
photo. 

Photos courtesy of: Conor McQuiston 

Left to right: Singaporean tour guide Zhankhang (aka ZK), US Team 
Captain Anna Cassidy, Emily Solomon, Japnidh Thakral, Conor 
McQuiston, Skylar Jeoung, and Matt Popplewell. 

Sadie dancing Highland at a Celtic Fling 
competition.  

Sadie at Drexel chef camp with her friend Faith and 
Chef Pepino.  

Photos courtesy of Sadie Park 

A chocolate mousse dessert 
Sadie made for a party. 
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*NEW TEACHERS* 
We have gained five new staff members this year and we are glad to have them on our team. We wish the new 

teachers, librarian, and guidance counselor the best of luck this school year and hopefully many more to come. Now 
it's time to find out more about our new members of the PAHS family. 

Mrs. Lewis-  

Ms. Lewis is a new addition the the English department this year, teaching 11th grade American Literature 
Honors and ACP, as well as 9th grade Techniques of Writing. Ms. Lewis graduated from Menchville High 
School in Virginia and later attended Randolph-Macon Woman’s College (now called Randolph College). 
She has previously taught American Literature for three years in Virginia and spent six years teaching 7th and 
8th grade Language Arts in Philadelphia. Ms. Lewis is a co-founder of a non-profit organization that focuses 
on helping teenage girls to develop mentally, emotionally and physically while also empowering girls to 
overcome the many challenges that they face, such as self-esteem, goal-setting, and body image. See Ms. 
Lewis in room F-16 if you’re interested in learning more. 

Written by: Meghan O’Neill 

Mr. Gumby-  

Mr. Gumby attended high school in Philadelphia at George Washington High School. Ironically, it’s the 
same high school that vice principal Mr. Sutton attended too. He is also a graduate of the University of 
Rochester and has earned two graduate degrees from Temple University.  He previously worked as a mid-
dle school guidance counselor for more than ten years, and was eager to challenge himself to explore 
new opportunities to work at a high school. Mr. Gumby was impressed by everything he heard about 
Phoenixville Area High School’s faculty and students, and believes he is fortunate to work at our high 
school. He is thoroughly impressed by the supportive atmosphere that exists here and has enjoyed his in-
teractions with students thus far. In his free time, Mr. Gumby enjoys traveling with his family and in recent 
years his wife and two daughters have traveled with him to California, Florida and Puerto Rico. When Mr. 
Gumby is home he enjoys jogging and learning to play the guitar. 

Written by: Ben Armstrong 

Mrs. Bicker-  

Mrs. Jessica Bicker joins Phoenixville Area High School as the new librarian. She previously taught English in 
the Tredyffrin-Easttown School District. While chasing a dream of being a sportswriter for the Baltimore Ori-
oles, she attended Warwick Senior High School in Lititz, PA and followed with college at Elizabethtown Col-
lege and Clarion University for graduate school. Mrs. Bicker lives with her husband and two cats, Toby and 
Molly. For fun, she enjoys workout and yoga classes, photography, reading, listening to music, spending time 
with family and friends, and traveling, having visited London and Ireland this past summer. Mrs. Bicker joins 
the high school staff and is thrilled to have a student-centered library that connects her with the student 
body and teachers. At Phoenixville, she will teach in many different subject areas and grade levels, and en-
courages all to come to the library. Whether it be helping students with projects, finding books to read, or 
enjoying a beverage in the Purple Perk, Mrs. Bicker wants the school library to be a welcoming place. 

Written by: Logan Perrone  

Mrs. Tobin-  

A graduate of North Broward Preparatory School and Florida Atlantic University, Mrs. Tobin arrives at Phoe-
nixville for her first ever year of teaching. She has some previous experience in education, though, having 
served as a TA for her math teacher in college. Before coming to Phoenixville, Mrs. Tobin worked as a pro-
ject engineer for Chevron Energy Solutions for eight years. This year, Mrs. Tobin will be teaching Multivaria-
ble Calculus, Intro to Programming, Math Enrichment Workshop, and AutoCAD. In her free time, Mrs. Tobin 
enjoys spending time with her family: her husband Bob, her three-year-old daughter Skylar, her 11-month-
old son Hunter, and her two step daughters, Samantha and Erin. Mrs. Tobin’s describes her dog, a Samoyed 
named Diesel, as “the most popular member of the family.” Mrs. Tobin has been skydiving, though she did 
not enjoy it, and lacks the ability to burp. She looks forward to the 2017-2018 school year and is already im-
pressed by the dedication and friendliness of the staff at Phoenixville. 

Written by: Miles Noecker  

Mrs. McLaughlin- 

Mrs. McLaughlin is an English teacher filling in for Ms. Speckhals in room F-10. She grew up near Hershey, 
Pennsylvania. After going to Lower Dauphin High school, she attended Millersville University where she 
earned her English liberal arts degree, her teaching degree, and her Masters in English Education. Mrs. 
McLaughlin taught for 11 years at Hempfield High School in Lancaster county before moving to Phoenixville 
with her husband and daughter. Another family member is a dog named Olaf that she and her family first 
thought to be a Basset hound, but it turned out to be a black lab with big ears. Besides spending time with 
her family Mrs. McLaughlin also likes going to Ocean City, reading, and traveling. At Phoenixville, Mrs. 
McLaughlin is teaching English 11 ACP, Creative Writing, Philosophy, Techniques of Writing, and Literature 
Enrichment. She’s glad that the students and staff are very welcoming and hopes to enjoy her time at Phoe-
nixville. 

Written by: Hayley Barvitskie 



*CLUBS* 
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   Many graduating seniors have said that their most important piece of advice for incoming freshmen is to get involved in sports, 
activities and clubs. Phoenixville Area High School offers a wide range of clubs to choose from. If you have not already joined a 

club, check out these amazing options and get involved!  If you don’t see a club listed here that you like, start one up! 

Academic Team 
The Academic Team competes in fast-paced knowledge tournaments in local match-
es against teams in the Chester County league.  During competitions, teams answer 
questions in categories including American and world history, science, literature, cur-
rent events, geography, fine arts, and more. The top team from Chester County advanc-
es to the state championships, held every spring on the floor of the Pennsylvania Senate 
and broadcast statewide. Phoenixville Area High School will field both JV and varsity 
teams in this year’s competition and expects to distinguish itself in this prestigious com-
petition. The Pennsylvania Academic Competition annually awards thousands of dollars 
in scholarships to championship teams. Students who wish to learn more about the team 
should see or Mrs. Brown in D-16. The club meets in room D-16 after school on days 2 
and 4.  
Amnesty International 
Amnesty International Club works to promote equality and human rights worldwide. The 
club meets every other Tuesday after school in G-6 to plan informational activities, 
fundraise to support human rights groups, discuss human rights issues and support our 
diverse student population. Mayra Ashraf is the club president. 
Anime Club 
Anime Club is a group committed to appreciating 
and learning about Japanese culture, especially 
the Japanese art style also known as Anime or 
Manga when in book form. Some of the club activ-
ities include watching anime television shows and 
films, lessons on Japanese culture, and just getting 
a better understanding of Japan. Anime Club 
meetings are held on Mondays after school in Mr. 
LaLuna’s room (F-3).  For more information, please 
contact Sarah Bradley, Britney Tu, or Mr. LaLuna.    
Best Buddies 
Best Buddies is a nonprofit organization dedicated 
to establishing volunteers that creates one-to-one 
friendships and leadership development for peo-
ple with intellectual and developmental disabili-
ties (DD). This program helps students with disabil-
ities by pairing a special education student with a 
regular education student. The goal is to help 
make lifelong friendships, have some fun with people your 
own age, and to help others. Friendship meetings with your buddies can take place dur-
ing school or after school hours. The advisor is Ms. Lamb, and Lindsay White is the presi-
dent.  
Book Club 
The Book Club is for avid readers in all grades. Students meet every week after school to 
discuss a variety of novels and genres.  We focus on literature that is typically not read in 
the academic classroom and have lively discussions. All members have input into our 
reading selections regardless of seniority.  If you love to read, analyze, and talk about 
books, this is the club for you. Meetings are held in Mrs. Howard’s room, E-3, immedi-
ately after school during 9th period, and are typically on Thursdays.  
Cappies 
The Cappies, "Critics and Awards Program," is a program for students who like theatre 
and like to write.  Through this program high school theater and journalism students are 
trained as critics, attend and write reviews for at least five shows at other schools, and 
publish those reviews in regional newspapers like The Philadelphia Inquirer. At the end 
of the year, the student critics vote for awards that are presented at a formal Cappies 
Gala.  In return, our school can participate in the competition for the awards.  Xandra 
Coleman is currently our lead critic, and Mrs. Tavani 
and Ms. Ballantine are the teacher mentors.  Besides 
the designated Cappies dates, the club meets on the 
first Friday of the month at 2:15 p.m. in room D-12. 
Class Council 
Class Council is comprised of elected class council 
members and homeroom representatives for each 
grade (9-12).  These students along with any other 
students who are interested in participating are re-
sponsible for encouraging and promoting class partic-
ipation in fundraising events.  The council’s goal is to 
raise money and organize upperclassmen activities 
such as Homecoming events, the Senior Yearbook 
Banquet and the senior trip.  To get involved, see Mr. 
Madyun or Mr. Joy (freshmen), Mr. Rutchauskas or Mr. 
Smiley (sophomores), Mr. Winters or Mrs. Cordingley 
(juniors), Mrs. Frost or Mr. Hughes (seniors). 
The Cubing Club 
The Cubing Club provides a fun, safe environment for 
competitive solving races, tutorials on how to solve different 
puzzles, and meeting other students you did not know were 
Cubers. Starting with the 3x3 cube, members will be educated how to solve the cube on 
their own, and then move on to larger, more complicated puzzles. If you want to learn 
how to solve a cube, or already know and want to move on to bigger challenges, or even 
if you just want to meet other Cubers, this is the place for you! Cubing Club meets every 
Wednesday at 2:15 in room I-12 with president Austin Converse and advisor Mr. 
McNaughton. 
Dance Team 
The Phoenixville Dance Team is a group for interested 7th-12th graders. The team will 
be performing at school pep rallies, sports games, competitions, parades, and Her-
sheypark. The PDT meets on Wednesdays and Thursday’s from 3-4:30 p.m. in the PAMS 
LGI room. The president/captains are Kayla Grammerstorf and Alexa Grammerstorf. 
Please contact Kayla or Alexa if interested in joining. Carolyn Fafara and Judi Grammer-
storf are the advisors. 
Destinations with Direction  
DWD is a program designed to increase awareness and motivate high potential, eco-
nomically disadvantaged students to pursue opportunities in higher education. The 30 
students selected for DWD annually receive additional supports including extended 
school days, counseling, college mentors, tutors, weekly workshops and college tours. 
Additionally, school personnel establish relationships with the appropriate college level 
officials to help match student needs with resources and services available to assist them 
on this journey. By giving the students these additional supports, they will become em-
powered to pursue a college education. This effort will make our students believe in the 
importance of a college education and give them the confidence to know they have a 
realistic chance at becoming college graduates. DWD is advised by Mr. Madyun and 

Mrs. Lewis. The club meets Thursday nights at 6:30 p.m. in the high school library. 
Environmental Club 
The Environmental Club is a service-oriented club that has been in motion for the past 
eight years. We were awarded with a road sign on Spring City Road this past spring that 
recognizes the “litter control” that we have provided. We have also been recognized by 
the State Representatives in Harrisburg with a formal meeting and framed certificate. In 
the past, we have gathered together during one day of spring break to clean up Spring 
City Road in East Pikeland Township. This year, we are looking for a fresh, new club 
ready for new members. We intend on cleaning up the parking lots/areas around local 
business in Phoenixville, partaking in tree planting, and providing community service. 
The goal of the Environmental Club is to make a difference in our local environment and 
raise enough money for another water filling station. With your help, we can make an 
even bigger difference in our town! Environmental Club meets every Tuesday at 2:15 in 
room J-8, with president Steven Schaefer and advisor Mr. Phipps. 
FBLA 
Future Business Leaders of America is an academic club that prepares students for ca-
reers in and outside of business. It teaches networking, interview skills and puts an em-
phasis on community service. FBLA is the largest student organization in the country and 

the largest club at PAHS with over 100 members. FBLA 
meets every Thursday at 2:15 in Mrs. Wilbert’s room (F-14). 
The club president is Dylan Tezak. 
French Club 
The “Cercle Francophone” (French Club) meets once a 
month in room D-3 and is open to all students. Some of our 
discussions include promotion of the French Program, trips 
to French-speaking countries, and fundraising. The purpose 
of French Club is to explore and learn about the Franco-
phone cultures through cooking lessons, outings to restau-
rants, trips to museums (Philadelphia Art Museum, Rodin 
Museum, Barnes Foundation), French films (Colonial Thea-
tre, Ursinus College French Film Festival), and more. French 
Club is run by students, and depends on the ideas and active 
participation of its members to make it interesting and fun! 
The faculty advisor is Madame Gasbara and the club meets 
after school in room D-3 the second Thursday of each 
month. 

Gender and Sexuality Alliance 
The PAHS Gender and Sexuality Alliance is a club devoted to ending the mistreatment 
of students based on sexual orientation. Each year the club undertakes projects de-
signed to educate the student body and improve the culture of PAHS. Anyone interest-
ed in promoting the acceptance of all PAHS students can join the GSA. The GSA meets 
weekly after school in room I-14.  See the advisor, Mr. Chwiecko, for more information. 
Gazebo Literary Magazine 
Gazebo is a student-run organization to showcase the various writing and artistic styles 
of students among the high school. It focuses upon having a variety of styles and genres 
in attempts to produce both a diverse and high-quality publication. The club meets and 
conducts a writing circle on Wednesdays in room F-10. See Hannah Waldman or Mr. 
LaLuna (F-3) for more information.  
German Club 
Deutschklub exists to further the knowledge and education for students who wish to 
pursue German outside the classroom and beyond the scope of school instruction; to 
meet other German speakers with whom a student may not have class; as forum for stu-
dents who are not currently enrolled in a German class to keep up and develop their 
German skills; as a forum to which to invite native speakers; to plan exchanges, visits, 

trips; for German cultural experiences, such as food, movies and 
conversation; to support the German program at the high 
school. It is open to all current and past German students at 
PAHS.  Meetings are as posted.  See Frau Tavani (D-12) for more 
information. 
Habitat for Humanity 
Habitat for Humanity International Inc. is a Georgia nonprofit 
corporation that seeks to eliminate poverty housing from the 
world and to make decent shelter a matter of conscience and 
action. Habitat invites people from all walks of life to work to-
gether in partnership to help build houses for families in need. 
The Phoenixville Area High School Chapter has been set up to 
assist Habitat by working with a local affiliate and with Habitat’s 
international headquarters to carry out the mission and princi-
ples of Habitat for Humanity. The club meets weekly on Thurs-
days after school in room D-4. Please see Mr. Madyun for more 
information, or Grace Wisely, club president. 
Indoor Color guard and Percussion Ensemble  
The Indoor Color Guard & Percussion Ensemble is a performing 

ensemble that combines music, dance, athleticism, theatrics, and equip-
ment work that is performed in competition with other local schools 

through the winter & spring months.  Rehearsals start in December , and are held two 
nights a week plus Saturdays.  If you like performing, there is a spot for you!  For more 
information, stop by the band room and speak to Mr. McAdams. 
Junior Classical League/Latin Club 
Stephen Colbert knows Latin and so should you! Also known as the Latin Club, this or-
ganization focuses on the ancient Latin language and Greco-Roman culture to anyone 
interested in the Classics.  One doesn’t have to be a Latin student to join the group.  The 
club holds many Roman-style activities, including the celebration of the winter holiday 
of Saturnalia, the screening of classically-inspired films, a Roman banquet, and Rome’s 
birthday in April. The club also strives each year to involve students in the Philadelphia 
Classical Society’s Latin Week Competition. Meetings are held on Mondays @ 2:45-
3:45PM in D-3 and will be announced via TV slides. The officers are seniors Ben Arm-
strong, Lloyd Colket, Eliana Malhotra, and Bailey Meyer. So carpe diem and join the 
Latin Club!    
Key Club 
Key Club is an international student led organization which provides its members with 
opportunities to provide service, build character, and develop leadership. Being the 
oldest club at the high school, the goals of the club are to build leadership, character, 
care, and inclusiveness. Members participate in a wide range of events such as CROP 
Walk, raking leaves for the elderly, food collections, collections for Mom’s House, Com-
munity Day, Kiwanis events such as “Cereal with Santa,” Phoenixville Jaycees 5K, the 
Holiday Parade, and a Halloween Party. The club meets on selected Tuesday afternoons 
in Mr. Hughes’s room (I-10). Noah D’Puia is the president.  

Members of Future Business Leaders of 
America who qualified to compete at the 
State Leadership Conference at Hershey 
Lodge and Convention Center. 

Key Club members (Madison Muller, 
Kyra Trafford, Josie Colanerr and 
Sydney Schramm) hosted a 
“decorate your own pumpkin table” 
at the Kiwanis Community Day in 
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The Library Club/Purple Perk  
The purpose of the club is to operate the Purple Perk before school, after school and 
during all three lunches and to assist in the library on an as needed basis.  The profits 
from the Purple Perk provide a scholarship for a graduating senior interested in pursuing 
a career in library science and/or who has a love of literature. The club meets the first 
Wednesday of each month after school in the library. The club president is Mary Adams. 
For more information, see Mrs. Bicker in the library. 
Mini-THON 
The students at Phoenixville Area High School spend 12 hours on their feet through the 
night to benefit Four Diamonds at Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital, Hershey, PA.  
The PHX “Mini-THON” is based on the Penn State Dance Marathon---the largest stu-
dent-run philanthropy in the nation where dancers spend 46 hours awake and on their 
feet to raise money for pediatric cancer patients.  The mission of Four Diamonds is to 
conquer childhood cancer by assisting children treated at Penn State Hershey Children’s 
Hospital and their families, through superior care, comprehensive support, and innova-
tive research.  Phoenixville students organize, run, and fundraise for this event through-
out the year.  This year’s Mini-THON is scheduled for early spring.  PHX Mini-THON is 
looking for committee members to serve and welcomes all to join us to dance the night 
F.T.K.—For The Kids. For more information, speak to Rae Ann Welsh, the overall chair 
for the event (raeannwelsh99@gmail.com), or faculty advisor Mrs. Cordingley in room  
E-8. 
Mock Trial 
Have you ever found yourself watching a Law & Order marathon only to discover that 
you forgot to eat, sleep, and use the bathroom 
for hours? Do you often try to reason with family 
and friends with evidence to support your 
claims? If you answered, "yes" to either of these 
questions, then Mock Trial is for you! Not only 
will you learn the fundamentals of law, but have 
the opportunity to play the roles of lawyers and 
witnesses in a statewide competition sponsored 
by the PA Bar association. In addition to an im-
provement on public speaking, teamwork, and 
problem solving, you'll learn how to convince 
your peers that you are more than a marathon 
watcher: you're a pro.  Competition is typically in 
February or March. If you are interested in join-
ing Mock Trial, see Rachael Hesse, or email her 
at rachael.hesse@yahoo.com. 
Model U.N. 
Model United Nations is a club dedicated to expanding students’ 
minds beyond the community. Students meet once a week to discuss, debate and re-
solve world issues ranging from Europe’s increase in Muslim immigrants as a result of the 
Arab Spring, to ways to eliminate racism from the English Premier League soccer organi-
zation. The club is modeled after the real world United Nations and gives students the 
opportunity to see the world through the eyes of a delegate. Throughout the year, we 
will travel across the country to compete, debate and grow with some of the most tal-
ented minds from across the world. See Mr. Winters in E-4 or Ms. Waltz in J-1 for more 
information. Eric Nascari is the club president.   
National Honor Society 
The National Honor Society serves to honor those students who demonstrate scholar-
ship, leadership, service, and character in both the school and community. Students in 
good standing with at least a 3.5 GPA are invited to submit their credentials for mem-
bership.  NHS meets every other Friday in room E-4. The president of NHS is Miles 
Noecker. 
Phantom Ambassadors 
Phantom Ambassadors are a group of students in grades 9-12 who have attended train-
ings and offer themselves as a support to the students of Phoenixville Area High School. 
 The Phantom Ambassadors have also been paired up with National Honor Society 
members and will be meeting with small groups of the 
freshman class to help them better transition from the 
middle to the high school.  The Phantom Ambassadors 
are an integral part of the transitioning from the mid-
dle to high school.  See Ms. Davies in room E-10 or 
Mrs. Cordingley  in room E-8 for more infor-
mation. Phantom Ambassadors are a club that chooses 
to build on leadership and character values of others 
through setting a positive example.  The goal of this 
leadership club is to minimize bullying of any form, 
create a safe and caring learning environment for 
others, all the while showing respect for our building, 
keeping it clean, and having each student show pride 
in their “home.” 
Phantom TV 
The club's purpose is to generate content for Phantom 
TV and the morning news show, utilizing studio cam-
eras and video editing systems. The club produces 
morning announcements every day starting at 2:10 in 
the TV Studio. Extra academic credit is available. Stop 
by the TV Studio to find out more. Mr. Motzer and Mr. 
Carucci are the advisors. 
Phoenixville Platform for Service 
Platform for Service is back! Come and join us Monday afternoons from 2:15-2:45 in 
room F-12. PPS is a community service club dedicated to volunteering and improving 
the community of Phoenixville. With events such as visiting the Veterans’ Center to 
spend time and play games with the veterans, Movie Night to raise money for families in 
need, and providing kids with the opportunity to build gingerbread houses and meet 
Santa in December, Platform for Service is a great way to get involved, have fun, and 
earn service credits – especially for NHS. If you have any questions or would like more 
information, please see Co-Presidents Summer Cirino and Ashley Brown, or advisor Miss 
Goodwin. 
Physics Olympics 
The PAHS Physics Olympics team will be competing against other schools from the 
southeast PA and NJ in engineering, design and physics challenges.  These include pro-
jects such as mousetrap cars that go in circles, egg drop devices, marshmallow towers 
and others.  No experience in physics is necessary.  We’re also going to be competing in 
the IYPT, an international competition held in China, with National Selection held in PA 
this year.  This is physics-research intensive, so physics knowledge is required.  Mr. Jen-
nings (E-15) is the advisor. 
Photography Club 
The goal of the photography club is to teach aspiring photographers about the camera 
and picture taking. The focus will be on digital photography and not film.  Meetings are 
every week from 2:45 to 4 p.m. in Mrs. Tavani’s room on a day to be determined, D-12, 
and will be posted.  Mr. Mike Lantzy, who has been the photographer for our performing 

arts productions for many years, as well as several sports teams, is the advisor for this 
club. Meetings will contain a mix of learning time and hands-on photography. We at-
tend school rehearsals, shows and sporting events to take action pictures as well as still 
pictures of people, animals and objects.  Any other interests will be considered and in-
corporated upon request.  
Robotics Club 
Robotics Club is a fun club that centers on the construction of functioning robots to 
fulfill different actions. They compete in state and nationwide competitions. This club is 
recognized by both the Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. For more information, visit Mr. Leinhauser in room J-15, or see club presi-
dent Nate Smith.  
Science Club 
The goal of the Science Club is to bring together people that have a passion for science, 
inquiry and different ways of thinking!  More of a social experience, the club meets to 
discuss science, make friends, watch movies/shows related to scientific phenomenon, 
and engage in activities that increase their "nerd cred."  The club provides hands-on 
experiences to enhance scientific thinking and skills on a regular basis as well as the 
opportunity to compete against other like-minded individuals for scholarship, recogni-
tion and academic opportunities.  All are welcome and encouraged to take part.  The 
club meets biweekly on Thursdays in room E-4 with advisor Mr. Winters. The club presi-
dent is Mary McNamara. 
Spanish Club 
The goal of this club is to further the understanding of the language and customs of the 

Hispanic world. The club does a variety of 
events including fundraisers for cultural-
based field trips, organizing Hispanic cul-
tural celebrations, and using the Spanish 
language in their meetings. The members 
also serve as tutors for students who need 
extra help in Spanish class. The club meets 
Tuesday at 2:15 p.m. in D-13.  Mr. Acosta is 
the advisor, and Sophie Bierly is club presi-
dent. 
Student Government 
The purpose of PAHS Student Government 
is to foster communication among students, 
administration, staff, and the community. 
Student Government will also be used to 
stimulate the student body, recognize out-

standing achievement, promote, organize and execute activi-
ties that encourage student pride and school spirit. Student 

Government will also install democratic ideals, and a forum for aiding in the solution of 
school problems. The president for this year is Victoria Wright.  Student Government 
meets the first Wednesday of each month in Mr. Coyne’s room, D-14.   
Teens Against Tobacco Use 
The T.A.T.U. program was developed by the American Cancer Society, American Heart 
Association and American Lung Association as a youth empowerment vehicle.  T.A.T.U. 
teens provide tobacco education to younger students through peer-to-peer activities – 
such as skits, role-playing, videos and discussions, as well as being advocates for clean 
air by attending Advocacy Day at our state Capitol in Harrisburg. The club meets in 
room 116 at PAMS from 2:40-4:40 p.m. The club president is Bryce Palcko and the advi-
sor is Mr. Corcoran. The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 18. 
Theatre Guild Players 
The Theatre Guild exists for the promotion of all facets of the performing arts of PAHS, 
including, but not limited to the Fall Play and Spring Musical. It explores all areas of 
Theatre, including direction, scriptwriting, producing, lighting, advertising, critiquing, 
singing, dancing, and of course, acting. It provides a forum where individuals can learn 
more about participating in any area of theater that interests them. The student organi-
zation, Theatre Guild Players, meets in the Auditorium after school on Fridays and also 

sponsors additional activities such as an all-
student “3rd Production”, a 24-hour play, and an 
evening of one-act plays. Leaders are Rachael 
Hesse (president), Xandra Coleman and Julianita 
Vlad, with Frau Tavani and Ms. Ballantine as 
teacher advisors. 
Technology Student Association  
The Technology Student Association (TSA) fosters 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathemat-
ics (STEM) Education through personal growth, 
leadership and opportunities in Technology, Inno-
vation, Design and Engineering (TIDE).  Middle 
and high school members apply and integrate 
science, technology, engineering and mathemat-
ics concepts for the challenges of a dynamic world 
through co-curricular activities, problem solving, 
competitive events and related programs result-
ing in academic development and endless possi-
bilities in our global society. The club meets in 
PAMS room 116 from 2:40-4:40 p.m. The club 
president is Logan Perrone and the advisor is Mr. 

Corcoran. The next meeting is on Wednesday October 11. 
The United Students for America Club 
The United Students for America club exists as a space for students to talk about im-
portant national issues and spread political knowledge. The club strives to have open 
and productive discussion from people with all different political ideologies. The United 
Students for America club welcomes everyone with different political knowledge bases. 
The club meets once a month from 2:15 - 2:45. Please contact Gabrielle Dato or Mrs. 
Kabatt in J-3 for more information. 
Varsity Club 
The Varsity Club promotes school spirit and encourages good play and sportsmanship.  
Any boy or girl who has earned a varsity letter in athletics is eligible for membership.  
We meet once a week throughout the year to plan various activities.  Activities include 
American Red Cross blood drives, field days and Dr. Seuss days at the elementary 
schools, and other activities to raise school spirit. The club also provides seniors with 
awards and scholarships as symbols of sportsmanship, spirit, initiative, and self-sacrifice 
that must be embodied in those who earn a varsity letter.  The boys, led by Drew LoPo-
lito, meet every other Wednesday after school in room D-13. The girls, led by Hannah 
Sands and Hayden Semich, meet Friday mornings at 7 a.m. in the gym. 
Yearbook 
The yearbook staff is looking for writers, designers, photographers, and editors to create 
and design the yearbook.  Any student (grades 9-12) interested in designing this year’s 
yearbook should see Mrs. Weinstein for details.  We meet every day from 2:15 to 2:45 in 
D-2. 

Members of Phoenixville Platform for Service 
visited residents of Altria Woodbridge Senior 
Living Center to play games and create      
Valentine’s Day cards and crafts. 

The United Students for America Club meeting 
to discuss policy with 2016 State Legislative 
Candidate, Hans Van Mole. 
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  Imagine that you have been out all day, 
running around with no time to stop and 
eat. You would like to pick up something 
tasty and hearty after your long day, but 
your only option is going to a nearby gas 
station that sells fast food. Since you are 
so hungry, you decide to go in and order a 
hot sandwich and fries, only to receive 
your order and find out that your sandwich 
is soggy and lukewarm. You are thorough-
ly disappointed and struggle to finish your 
sandwich as it falls apart in your hands. 

This same experience happened 
to me at a Sheetz after a track 
meet a few years ago, and accu-
rately represents my view of that 
side of the gas station conven-
ience store spectrum. 
  Wawa and Sheetz, as many 
know, are the two leaders of the 
gas station convenience store 
industry of Pennsylvania. Found-
ed in 1964 and 1952 respective-
ly, the unofficial border be-
tween “Sheetz country” and 
“Wawa country” is I-176 
North, but both have ex-
panded to various other states as well: 
New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Ohio, 
Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, 
and Florida. 
  The biggest and most divisive difference 
between the two convenience stores is the 

food that they 
sell. Sheetz of-
fers breakfast 
sandwiches and 
burritos, hot and 
cold sandwiches 

and wraps, and melts. The menu also 
includes pizza, hot dogs, fish, and 
salads, capped off by sides, including 
churros, mozzarella sticks, and mac 
n’ cheese bites. 
  There are a few issues here: first off, 
Sheetz calls its sandwiches “subs.” 

This blatant disre-
spect to the 

hoagie name should not be tolerated. 
Secondly, every plural noun ends in a “z,” 
which is almost as cheesy as their sides 
menu. Although Sheetz isn’t a typical gas 
station in terms of its food, there are a few 
items I’d rather starve to death before 
eating -- namely the “Mex-American” 
food and the fish. 
  Wawa’s menu, on the other hand, is com-
mitted to freshness and delivering cus-
tomers the best convenience food in the 
state of Pennsylvania. It includes breakfast 
hoagies and their signature Sizzlis, break-
fast sandwiches to-go with varieties of 
meat and bread. The menu is headlined by 
their famous hoagies and complemented 
by quesadillas, wraps, and various types of 
hot food bowls. Sides include mac n’ 
cheese, mashed potatoes, chili, and meat-
balls -- all much healthier and better tast-

ing options than their Sheetz counter-
parts. Overall, Wawa’s menu is better 
tasting and leaves you feeling much less 
guilty than you would after a Sheetz meal. 
  Beyond the food, Wawa has superior 
customer service to Sheetz. In most Wawa 
locations, workers preparing your food are 
in an open space, and many are polite 
when serving your food. At Sheetz, howev-
er, workers still interact with customers, 
but tend not to be as social, with a large 
division between the kitchen and the or-
dering area. Each year, Wawa holds a 
Hoagiefest in which they discount all of 
their classic hoagies for a month over the 
summer. Sheetz, luckily, has no equivalent 
“Sub-fest,” saving people from consuming 
its inferior sandwiches. Each has its own 
rewards app, which are similar, but Wa-
wa’s is rated far better and is far more 
popular than Sheetz’s. 
  It is worth noting that Wawa is much 
more local, with locations in Phoenixville 
(and previously Kimberton, #neverforget), 
whereas the nearest Sheetz is located 
roughly half an hour away in Morgantown. 
With that said, many locals have still expe-
rienced the greasy, rural counterpart to 
Wawa, and shockingly enough, some en-
joy it. Although Sheetz has a few bright 
spots, like its sides and its fries, it should 
be avoided as much as possible, except in 
the most dire of situations. Wawa has 
been, and always will be, the king of the 
gas station convenience store industry. 

Written by: 

Timothy Kopera 

Wawa vs. Sheetz: The great debate 

The age of generalizations 

  In the modern era, it is common to 
generalize. A popular political tac-
tic, generalizing, closely related to a 
straw man argument, tends to be 
used to simplify a debate, to take 
the most extreme example of the 
opposition and spin it to represent 
the whole. The “generalizer” turns 
the most flawed aspect of the con-
trarian's argument into their entire 
argument. Given today’s increasing-
ly-toxic political landscape, general-
ization must be avoided at all costs. 
Following a summer of tur-
moil, it is important to view 
the most controversial events 
as independent occurrences 
that do not represent the 
entirety of those that share 
similar ideologies to the people 
involved. 
  One glaring example of controver-
sy this summer occurred in the now-
infamous city of Charlottesville, 
Virginia. White supremacists 
and neo-Nazis gathered to 
protest the removal of a statue 
of Confederate General Robert 
E. Lee on August 11th and 12th. 
They were met by anti-racist 
protesters and the two groups 
clashed throughout the day, result-
ing in the death of a 32-year-old 
counter protester, Heather Heyer, 
and the injury of at least 34 others. 
  The incident brought some of the 
darkest parts of our country to light. 
Issues of racism and fascism involv-
ing Nazis and 
the KKK were 
thought to be 
problems of the 
past, but this 
summer, the 
country saw the 
large-scale 
revival of the 
white suprema-
cist movement. 
The events of 
Charlottesville, 
while signifi-
cant, must avoid being politicized 
against a large group of people, 
outside of those directly involved or 

those defending those directly in-
volved. 
  Not everyone that disagrees with a 
left-leaning ideology is a Nazi or a 

white supremacist. In fact, those 
involved in the Charlottesville pro-
tests are a tiny minority of “the 
right,” the far right. The vast majori-

ty of those with right-leaning views 
do not identify with the display of 
hate in Charlottesville; most of them 
denounce the protesters. A national 

Washington Post ABC poll conduct-
ed after Charlottesville found that 
only 9% of Americans think holding 
neo-Nazi or white supremacist 

views is acceptable. While this num-
ber is troublingly high, it is nowhere 
near the point that one could gen-
eralize an entire subsection of 

Americans. 
Though neo-
Nazis and mem-
bers of the KKK 
tend to support 
Republican/right-
leaning politi-
cians, it does not 
mean that Repub-
licans as a whole 
support neo-
Nazis and the 
KKK. 
  Following the 
events of Char-

lottesville, many Republican politi-
cians spoke out against the violent 
protesters, such as Speaker of the 
House, Paul Ryan, tweeting, “White 
supremacy is repulsive. The bigotry 
is counter to all this country stands 
for. There can be no moral ambigui-
ty.” For practically all Republicans, 

there is no moral ambiguity. It is 
harmful to generalize all Republi-
cans by the actions of a small-scale, 
radical group and only serves to 
divide the country. The vast majori-
ty of Republicans are not neo-Nazis 
or members of the KKK and most 
Republicans condemn the actions 

of these groups. 
  Of course, the issue of general-
ization also affects “the left,” 
especially with groups like Anti-
fa and Black Lives Matter. These 
groups often face criticism for 
their approaches to combating 
injustice, especially when they 
resort to violence. Granted, the 
entirety of BLM does not con-
done violence, with their thou-
sands of members taking differ-
ent, often peaceful, approaches 
to combating injustice. They are 

not the same as Antifa, whose entire 
goal is violent resistance to fascism, 
while only radical members of BLM 

resort to violence. While the mo-
tives behind their actions are pure 
(anti-fascism and anti-police brutal-
ity, respectively), the methods these 
groups sometimes use hurt their 
cause. Whatever the situation, one 
cannot assume the violence within 
these groups represents the will of 
the whole. The entirety of the left 
(and the entirety of BLM), while they 
might be anti-fascist and anti-police 
brutality, do not condone violence. 
  On an individual scale, though 
comedian Kathy Griffin posed with a 
decapitated dummy of the presi-
dent’s head, her fans (and everyone 
that may happen to share her ideol-
ogy) do not necessarily agree with 
the sentiment. Oftentimes, fringe 
operatives of left-leaning groups act 
as extremists. It is vital to not lump 
them in with the rest, to treat them 
as extremists and denounce them as 
such. Condemn those that defend 
the indefensible, but not everyone 
that shares a common link. 
  These days, referring to small-scale 

groups as the all-encompassing 
“right” or “left” are generaliza-
tions themselves. Political ide-
ology is becoming more and 
more polarizing, alienating 
moderates and less extreme 

members of both sides. To refer to 
any issue with terms such as the 
“intolerant left” or “violent right” is 
counterproductive to any debate or 
compromise. 
  Generalization occurs on both 
sides of the ideological spectrum. In 
today’s increasingly-toxic political 
environment, we, as Americans, 
must strive to see both sides of eve-
ry argument, no matter how chal-
lenging it may seem. We must ap-
proach issues with an open mind 
and not immediately discount an 
individual’s or group’s opinion be-
cause their ideology differs from 
yours. Nobody has to agree with 
each other, but we all have a right to 
speak. Generalizing will divide us 
further than we already are. It limits 
our thinking and makes us view 
others as “types,” not individual 
people. We must see through our 
biases as much as possible to be 
able to coexist and move forward as 
a country. 

Written by: The Purple Press Staff The Purple Press is  written, 
edited, and produced by 
the  Phoenixville Area High 
School Journalism class 
(Period 2). 
 
Advisor: Mr. Zittel 
Layout editor: Hayley 
Barvitskie 
Staff: Benjamin Armstrong, 
Luke Bagley, Hayley 
Barvitskie, Rachel 
Brostowicz, Alexandria 
Dabrowski, Gabrielle Dato,  
Rahul Emani, Devon Goryl, 
Timothy Kopera, Miles 
Noecker, Meghan O’Neill, 
Logan Perrone, Samuel 
Perrone, Bryce Thompson, 
Kyle Tucker, and Hannah 
Waldman 
 
The opinions expressed in 
this paper are those of the 
writers and don’t necessari-
ly reflect those of school 
administration and/or   
faculty members.  
 
If you have a comment, 
question, or concern about 
the paper, or you wish to 
submit an article to The 
Purple Press please e-mail 
Mr. Zittel at                    
zittelj @pasd.com. 

Protesters fight the removal of a statue 
of Confederate general Robert E. Lee in 
Charlottesville, resulting in 34 injured 
and the death of a 32-year-old woman. 

A Black Lives Matter protest in Seattle, 
in which several thousand people 
marched to call attention to minority 
rights and police brutality. 

Condemn those that defend the indefensible, 
but not everyone that shares a common link. 

The two premier convenience stores 
of Pennsylvania and the East Coast. 

Sheetz displays part of its 
greasy menu with a poorly 
made burger. 
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  High school is the time in which most 
teens start their first job, or start looking 
for that first job. I have a job in the fast 
food industry at Chick-fil-a. After working 
there a year, I can say that there are good, 
bad  and some downright ugly times, with 
new stories to tell after every shift. 
THE GOOD 
  To start, I will tell you about the good 
times. First, the managers are very reacha-
ble at the Royersford location at which I 
work. I can contact them regarding any 
concern at just about any point in time. 
Another good thing about the chicken 
shack are the friends I’ve made over the 
year I have been employed. People come 
and go at Chick-fil-a, but I stay in touch 
with the people that I like. The most im-

portant thing is 
that we are off on 
Sundays. It is such 
a blessing. 
  Many people 
question the food 
made at fast food 
restaurants, but 
just to let you all 
know, the chicken 
is REAL and there is 
absolutely nothing 
fake about it. The 
salads are made fresh every day and the 
timers are set so we know when chicken 
has been sitting out too long. The fries are 
frozen, but what fast food restaurant 
doesn’t use frozen fries? 
  In addition to the food, our team appreci-
ation and winter holiday parties are awe-
some. The holiday party is at Dave & Bust-
er’s and we get a game card with 100+ 
credits. 
THE BAD 
  Now the bad. As everyone knows, Chick-
fil-a employees are required to say, “My 
Pleasure,” which can get quite annoying 
because most people say “Thank You.” 

There are also a few drinks 
that are the biggest pain in 
the neck to fill the cup with. 
People, I’m asking you to not 
order any of these: Diet Dr. 
Pepper, Cherry Coke and 
Barqs Root Beer. There is so 
much carbonation and it 
takes FOREVER to fill. We 
don’t have time for that, since 
our lines are out the door 
during lunch and dinner time. 
  Another annoying thing is all 

the milkshakes people order. One here 
and there isn’t bad, but they happen to 
always be ordered in clusters and when I 
am in charge of making all the desserts, it 
gets very frustrating. 
THE UGLY 
  Ugly. Now I don’t think I need to define 
that word for anyone but it can describe 
some things about Chick-fil-a. First, as an 
employee it is rough because we work for 
minimum wage and with taxes these days, 
it doesn’t necessarily mean we get a good-
sized check. Also, our meals are discount-
ed when we work, not free. Most of my 
paychecks end up going towards food, so 

it's like I’m paying myself.   
  Another huge annoyance when working is 
dealing with the rude guests. We do not 
want to put up with the troubles guests 
bring us into. All the night shift workers 
are high school students and we are doing 
them a service after an eight hour day at 
school. We are trying our best to make the 
guests happy, so it's not hard to be patient. 
  Furthermore, most employees are not too 
happy because of the hours we have to 
work. We are required to close the store 
one to two nights a week plus work on a 
Friday or Saturday. That’s not the easiest 
thing to do during the school year, but if 
you are listed as available, it's a guarantee 
you are getting scheduled. Shifts are 4-
10:30 p.m. and I am lucky to get out by 
10:30 because we lost a bunch of workers 
to college and we were not prepared. 
  For all you Chick-fil-a lovers, the GOOD is 
that there is absolutely nothing wrong with 
the food. The BAD and UGLY struggles are 
for the employees and what goes on be-
hind the scenes. So with help from manag-
ers, fellow employees and some happier 
guests, the work days could be much   
better.  

Written by: 

Luke Bagley 

  Widespread unity was shown among 
players during sporting events recent-
ly. On September 24th, 2017, many 
football players kneeled during the 
national anthem as well as locked 
arms to address racial 
inequality. The debate 
has created separation 
in ideologies, since 
many are strongly in 
favor of kneeling while 
many are against it. 
This debate has gar-
nered national head-
line news and invoked 
political involvement 
because professional 
athletes want to pro-
test the racial injustic-
es against people of 
color that have been 
happening. 
  The October Sports 
Illustrated issue, “A 
NATION DIVIDED. 

SPORTS UNITED” excluded Colin Kaeper-
nick, a former San Francisco 49ers quarter-
back who began the movement of kneel-
ing during the National Anthem last year. 
Steph Curry, a star Golden State basketball 
player, was a critic of this headline saying 
“that was terrible [to not include Colin 
Kaepernick].” 
   The argument turned political when the 
President of the United States got in-
volved, criticizing athletes for kneeling. On 

September 24th, 
Donald Trump 
tweeted, “Sports 
fans should never 
condone players 
that do not stand 

proud for their Na-
tional Anthem or 
their Country. NFL 
should change poli-
cy!” Donald Trump 
clearly has a strong 
negative viewpoint, 
as supported by his 
series of tweets di-
rected toward the 
issue. He said “I think 
they’re [NFL owners 
are] afraid of their 
players, if you want 
to know the truth.” 
  The analogy to this 
statement is the 
same as stating that 

bosses are afraid of 
their employees. Be-
ing a professional 
sports player is just 
like having a job. The 
NFL players are per-
forming and doing 
their job during the 
game. The quality of 
their work is not being 
affected, thus, NFL 
owners have no reason 
to punish their players. 
NFL owners do not 
want to jeopardize 
their franchise be-
cause of kneeling, and 
it is completely under-
standable. The players 
perform during game time 
and that is all that matters 
to owners. 
  My opinion thus sides with the athletes. I 
think it is fine that athletes are kneeling. 
The First Amendment gives people free-
dom of speech as well as expression, and 
they should not be criticized for using their 
constitutional rights. The Constitution is 
the birth of our nation and it should be 
upheld as the law of the land. It’s out of 
place for politicians to criticize people 
exercising their rights. 
   The issue of kneeling is garnering several 
emotions from people collectively. Many 
against this protest say it is disrespectful to 

the flag, the nation, 
and those who sacri-

ficed for our country.  One Indianapolis 
Colts fan burnt his season tickets because 
of the ongoing protest. Many fans also 
booed the players during the National 
Anthem as well during NFL games. 
  In my opinion, I condone a person’s right 
to peacefully protest against racial injus-
tice. It makes a political statement, and 
does not incite violence. I support the 
players, their reasoning, and their means 
of protest. Hopefully in the near future, 
the condition of our country improves to 
the point where displays such as this one 
become unnecessary. 

Written by: 

Rahual Emani 

Is kneeling during the National Anthem disrespectful to the US flag? 

The good, bad, and ugly of working at Chick-fil-a  

  Dear Nurse Manley: I heard on the news 
that there has been a change to the im-
munizations we need to have to stay safe, 
especially in school. It seems like there is 
still some resistance by parents and even 
teens and young adults about even getting 
them. Isn’t it enough that there aren’t any 
outbreaks in our area. What’s the big deal? 
Besides, who likes getting stuck with a 
needle?  Signed, “Will it hurt? 
  Dear Will: Unfortunately, the decision to 
vaccinate is often times negated by emo-
tion and fear that the vaccines may be do-
ing more harm than good. All concerns 
regarding vaccines have been studied us-
ing sound scientific methods and found to 

be baseless. Probably the most dangerous 
aspect of vaccines is driving to the doctor’s 
office to get them. 
  All children should be immunized at regu-
lar health care visits, 
beginning at birth. 
Immunizations are very 
important in keeping 
children healthy. The 
recommended child-

hood and adolescent schedule urges vac-
cinations starting at birth through 24 
months of age, with boosters and catch-up 
vaccines continuing through the teenage 
years and into adulthood. By immunizing, 

our children are protect-
ed against the potential-
ly devastating effects of 
vaccine-preventable 
diseases. No child 
should ever have to 
endure the effects of 

vaccine preventable diseases simply 
because he or she was not vaccinat-
ed on time.     
  Catastrophic effects of childhood 
diseases can lead to life-long illness 
or even death. 
   The United States has experienced 
outbreaks of vaccine preventable 
diseases in the past several years - 
diseases that imperil our children's 
health and future. The primary cause 
for the 1989 - 1991 outbreak of 
measles and resurgence of other 

vaccine preventable diseases has not been 
the failure of the vaccines to protect, but 
rather the failure of the health care system 
to deliver the vaccines to the children at 
the recommended ages. 
   Parents must not wait until their children 
enter school to immunize them. Young 
children are more likely to have complica-
tions or die from vaccine-preventable dis-
eases than older children. Immunization is 
the most cost-effective preventive health 
measure. 
   The Vaccine for Children Program (VFC) 
provides vaccinations to children who do 
not have health insurance or children who 
are insured but the insurance does not 
cover immunizations (underinsured). These 
children are eligible to receive federally 
funded vaccines at public sites, including 
Federally Qualified Health Centers and 
Rural Health Clinics. Check out these sites 
for up-to-date information: 
https://www.immunizepa.org/ 
https://www.aap.org/en-
us/...and.../immunizations/. 

Colin Kaepernick (a former San 
Francisco quarterback) kneeling 
during an NFL game last year. 

The Sports Illustrated article 
which excluded Kaepernick 
on the cover. 

Ask the Nurse 

Nurse Manley shows senior Sam 
Perrone how easy it is to keep up 
with vaccinations.  And it didn’t even 
hurt! 

Photo: Logan Perrone 

Written by: 
Nurse Manley 
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  Every year in late August, students start 
school knowing that administration has 
been scheming up new ideas for the school 
year. Once again those at the helm of this 
ship have made some changes to your 
experience at Phoenixville Area High 
School. Some changes are quite positive, 
while others have stirred up displeasure in 
the student body. If you’ve been sleeping 
through the first month of school and have 
yet to notice the cell phone pockets, new 
gym floor, and lack of agenda books, keep 
reading. 
  The high school's mission statement has 
changed for 2017-2018. The mission state-

ment from author and former slave Freder-
ick Douglass goes, “If there is no struggle, 
there is no progress.” As you saw on Octo-
ber 5, the one man presenta-
tion of the life of Frederick 
Douglass by Fred Morsell was 
extremely successful in creat-
ing excitement for the new 
school motto, as well as the 
high school/ community read 
and book study of Douglass's 
1845 autobiography. The 
entire student body and some 
members of the community 
will receive the book, 
“Narrative of the Life of Fred-
erick Douglass, an American 
Slave” and it will be discussed 
in many classes. 
  In an effort to “end the 
struggle” with students’ cell 
phone use during class, pocket holders 
have appeared on the wall in each class-
room. Students are required to deposit 
their phones into one of the numbered 
pockets before using the restroom during 
class. The intended goal here is to keep 
students’ attention on the lesson and avoid 
students leaving class for a Snapchat 
break. 

  Additionally this 
year, the high 
school did not 
distribute student 
planner books, 

much to the dismay of many students. The 
reasoning behind this is because the hand-
book that made up majority of the planner 

is now exclusively online, saving the dis-
trict money on printing costs. Students, 
however, can easily purchase a generic 
planner at the school store for $3.00, or at 
any other store really, if they want one. 
  On a positive note, the district has made 
improvements to the gym, Purple Perk, 
and campus at large. The old gym floor 
was finally swapped for a new one with our 
current phantom logo, and the Purple Perk 
was renovated in the summer to be able to 
occupy more students and faculty. A total 

of five new athletic fields were implement-
ed as part of the Manavon project: two 
new baseball fields, a softball field, and 

two multipurpose fields. There is also a 
new playground located on the side of 
the school.  
  For those who are constantly find them-
selves retaking tests and quizzes, it’s time 
to hit the books a little harder. This year, 
the retake policy does not give students 
the opportunity to retake as many exams 
as in years prior. Per semester, students 
may max out at three retests, but you can 
request test corrections regardless of the 
grade you got. However, the points you 
can earn back vary in amount. If you get 
an A you can get 0.75 points back per 
question, a B 0.5, a C 0.33, and a D 0.25. 
 Test corrections are unlimited and stu-
dents can do corrections once per com-
mon summative exam. 

  Come June, there will be also be a change 
to graduation. As of now the class of 2018 
will all don purple gowns at graduation. 
There is more on that to come.  
  After being rated the second most chal-
lenging school in Chester County behind 
Downingtown STEM and fifth overall in the 
state, the administration believes that by 
challenging students they are able to pro-
vide students with an advantage going on 
past high school. The changes to the 2017-
18 school year may present some minor 
challenges, but with every struggle comes 
great progress. 

Written by: 

Logan Perrone 

    When it comes to the Phoenixville music 
program, one of the many highlights is our 
talented a capella group Vocal Fusion. The 
decorated music group has had plenty of 
success, and once again they have re-
ceived a great honor. 
  Last year, Mrs. Nice, the director of vocal 
music at the high school, submitted an 
application to the Pennsylvania School 
Board Association for Vocal Fusion’s con-
sideration to perform at the leadership 
conference. Recently, Vocal Fusion re-
ceived their invitation as well as a $500 

honorarium for the school district. 
  The application, which was open to all 
school districts in the state, included a 
sample performance video of the group 
from a previous year. Senior and student-
director of the group Lindsay Fitting add-

ed “We had recorded performances from 
a show we did last December. Since it’s 
about the group as a whole and not neces-
sarily the members, the turnover we have 
with new 
members 

in the spring didn’t 
matter.” 
  The conference will 
take place in Hershey 
from October 18th 
through October 20th. 
Highlights include 
guest speakers Nadia 
Lopez, founder and 
principal of Mott Hall 
Bridges Academy, and 

White House press corps. member Paul 
Brandus. There is also an exhibit hall of 
educational products and services. Vocal 
Fusion will take part in the student show-

case of Pennsylvania 
musical groups invited 
to perform at the 
event. “We constantly 
rehearse every week 
twice. We are just 
keeping up our re-
hearsals,” Fitting said. 

“We’re going to need to time our songs 
and maybe add choreography.”     
  The PSBA selection is another great ac-
complishment to add to Vocal Fusion’s 
resume. “If you consider the fact there's 
over 500 school districts in our state, even 
if half of them sent an application, it’s a 
huge honor,” Mrs. Nice said. 
  They will perform in various events in and 
around the school district this year, so be 
sure to check them out. 

Written by: 

Logan Perrone 

Vocal Fusion to perform at PSBA conference 

  This past summer junior Jacob Springer 
and senior Noah Horton participated in 
the Reading Buccaneers - an all-age drum 
corps based out of Reading Pennsylvania. 

The Reading Buccaneers consists of over 
one hundred and twenty performers fea-
turing a drum line, a front ensemble, a 
color guard, and a brass section. 
  This year the Reading Buccaneers cap-
tured the 15th circuit championship, which 
puts the Buccaneers in first place for the 
country and second place for all marching 
groups worldwide. 
  In order to accomplish such a win, during 
the summer Springer and Horton prac-
ticed every weekend for over twenty 

hours. Springer 
explained how 
vital the practices 
were. He said, 
“dedication, men-
tal engagement, 
and rehearsal eti-
quette were all 
important in order 
for us Buccs, to be 
as effective as 
possible on the 
field.” 
  In the corps, Ja-

cob played the second trumpet and 
marched with the other trumpet play-
ers in the brass section of the corps. He 
has been a part of the Buccaneers since 
December and would like to continue 
to partake in the Reading Buccaneers 
for at least one more year before trans-
ferring to Drum Corps International. 
  Regarding the 15th circuit champion-
ship win, Jacob explained that he felt 
“incredibly happy and proud.” He add-
ed, “I’ve been told for as long as I can 

remember that I have so much 
potential, but my time and victo-
ry with the Buccaneers was the 
first time that I ever felt that I 
lived up to that potential.” 
  In the corps, Horton played the 

baritone in the brass section. He would 
like to march in a band in college as 
well as continue to march in 
another drum corps. Horton 
is unsure if he will continue in 
another Drum Corps Associ-
ate band, like the Reading 
Buccaneers, or if he will play 
in a Drum Corps International group. 
  Noah said the feeling of winning was 
“indescribable.” He added “I felt like 
bursting into tears, and hugging everyone 
around me.” Horton explained that the 
Reading Buccaneers will “always be a part 

of me, and I will 
always be a part 
of them.” 

  It is evident, with this big win that hard 
work pays off. As Mr. McAdams said, “This 
is an amazing accomplishment for these 
two students.” Both Noah Horton and 
Jacob Springer are bound to march to 
success in the future. 

Written by: 

Gabrielle Dato 

The Reading Buccaneers: 2017 Open Class World Champions 

Cell phone pockets are now in 
every classroom. They can be 
purchased on Amazon for 
$13.99. 

Jasmine Hamilton and Desirae        
Pettigrew enjoy coffee and a muffin at 
the Purple Perk. 

Photos: Logan Perrone 

PAHS changes 2017-2018 

Jacob Springer and Noah Horton after a Reading 
Buccaneers performance.  

Photo courtesy of Mr. McAdams 

Noah Horton, a proud member of 
the Reading Buccaneers, with    
baritone in hand. 

Photo courtesy of Noah Horton 

Vocal Fusion members pose at Blues Fest (Rachel 
Brostowicz, Jared Desjardins, Maddie Fisher, Jacob 
Springer, Allison Lutschaunig, Hope McGinnis, 
Lindsey Fitting, Melanie Inferrera, Maddie Had-
field, and Lindsay White). 

Photo courtesy of Allison Lutschaunig 
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*SPEAK OUT!* 

Senior Liam Myers- Johnny 
Benditt because he is the 
wizard of smart. 

Senior Bill Pizor- Mr. K 
(he’s a G, he can’t die) 

Sophomore Maddie 
Fisher- Mr. Winters 
because he runs fast. 

Senior Daniel Thompson- 
Seth Clark because it’s 
Seth. 

Junior Dan Hickey- Ms. 
Speckhals because she’s in-
destructible. 

Senior Rachael Hesse- 
Mrs. Nice because she is 
so sweet that no one 
would want to kill her. 

Mrs. Spina- Ms. Rock 
because she’s got the 
knives. 

Mrs. Curley- Mr. Curley: he’d 
rhetorically argue his way out of 
death-defying situations with 
charm and disproven fallacies. 

Senior Lindsay Van 
Schalkwyk- TJ (the securi-
ty guard) because he 
would scare them. 



  It’s time to start reconsidering your music 
taste. You might have scoffed at the rise of 
One Direction and hated your sister’s Jonas 
Brothers phase, but there’s a new boyband 
on the radar, and they’re not what you 
expect. Brockhampton, an up-and-coming 
rap group, is guaranteed to change your 
perspective on what is, and isn’t, a boy-
band. 
  How do nineteen boys manage to meet 
and decide to live and make music togeth-
er? A Kanye West fan forum, apparently. 
Started by rapper Kevin Abstract, Brock-
hampton is a boyband composed of nine-
teen rappers, singers, producers, stylists, 
web designers, photographers, and man-
agers. Brockhampton claim to be “The 
In-

ternet’s First Boyband.” They are insistent 
on being self-produced, managed, and 
released. While they have only recently 
come into fame, Brockhampton have an 
impressive discography of two albums, 
“Saturation” and “Saturation II,” both re-
leased this summer. 
  You may be wondering, how does a group 

manage to release two arguably amazing 
albums in the span of three months? 
Brockhampton achieve this because of 
their self sufficiency. All of the members 

moved to Southside Los An-
geles and live together, mak-
ing music every day. This set 
up has aided them in their 
accumulation of “hundreds of 
songs,” and their release of 
two albums and ten music 
videos this year. The final 
album of the “Saturation” 
trilogy (“Saturation III”) is set 
to release this year as well. 
  Brockhampton are worth 
listening to because of  their 
combined skill and subse-
quent artistic freedom. They 
control all aspects of their 
music and brand, making 
them a genuine and invigor-
ating boyband on the rise. 
Brockhampton thrives on 

speaking truth in their 
music: Kevin Abstract 
raps about being bisex-
ual in the rap industry, 
fellow artist Ameer 
Vann regularly men-
tions how he has over-
come addiction, and 

rapper Mer-
lyn Wood brings a unique and 
fun sound to the group. 
  I think that Brockhampton is 

on the road to changing the 
way music is made and listened 
to. With their albums 
“Saturation” and “Saturation II,” 
the boyband demonstrates 
versatility and genius in each 

song. Both albums feature an astounding 
variation of moods and genres. With 
tracks like “Gold” and 

“Sweet,”Brockhampton gain credibility for 
their wit-filled lyrics and infectious hooks. 
However, they are able to flip the switch 
and provide tracks such as “Sunny” and 
“Milk,” showcasing their ability to write 
emotionally compelling music. In addi-
tion, their music videos, all filmed by 
themselves, are funny and visually intri-
guing. 

  If you are willing to be adventurous with 
your music taste, I implore you to take a 
listen to Brockhampton. Their ability is 
apparent in their lyrics, production, and 
performance. With Brockhampton, all of 
your musical needs are met. You’re about 
to find your new favorite boyband. 

Written by: 

Hannah Waldman 

*ENTERTAINMENT* 
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Grade: A+ 

Most Recent Albums: 
“Saturation” and “Saturation II” 

Genre: Rap/Pop/Alternative 

Brockhampton: A new kind of boyband 

The album cover of “Saturation II”, 
featuring Ameer Vann. 

Some members of Brockhampton pose in 
front of their house. 

Robert Ontenient, member of Brock-
hampton, announcing the first single 
from “Saturation III.” 

  The afterlife is a mystery to everyone on 
Earth. Everybody has their theories on what 
will occur, but no one is quite sure what 
really happens once your time on Earth has 
ended. When we think of death, we think 
of the heavens... and the not-so-heavenly 
place. We think of big clouds and the soft 
calming sound of 
harps up above, 
and we think of 
fiery torture down 
below. But what if 
it isn’t at all what 
we expect? 
  “The Good 
Place” was creat-
ed by Michael 
Schur, best known 
for his work on 
other NBC suc-
cesses: “The Of-
fice,” “Parks and 
Recreation,” and FOX’s “Brooklyn Nine-
Nine”! I assure you, if you enjoyed any of 
the previously mentioned shows, you will 
enjoy “The Good Place”! Using the same 
witty and smart comedy, it has captivat-
ed audiences all over America. 
  Schur’s new show premiered in 2016 
and is currently in the second season. 
Season one is now available for stream-
ing on Netflix. Hulu, and the NBC web-
site, while new episodes of season two 
can be viewed on the NBC network at 
8:30 p.m. on Thursdays.  

  Season one begins with Eleanor Shell-
strop (Kristen Bell) being welcomed to 
the afterlife after tragedy strikes on 
Earth, and she is hit by a tractor-trailer 
and killed . After being told why she is in 
the good place and realizing she is there 
by mistake (because she was not a good 
person on 
Earth), Eleanor 
decides she 
can not go to 
the bad place 
and must fig-
ure out a way to fool Michael (Ted Dan-
son), the architect of the good place. On 
top of that, Eleanor discovers that every-
body in this neighborhood has a soulmate 

who they are meant to spend the rest of 
eternity with. Determined to stay in the 
good place, Eleanor ropes her “soulmate” 
Chidi (William Jackson Harper) and new 

friends into helping her hide that she is a 
good place mistake. 
  The main draw-in of this show is its plot. 
Without giving too much away (and there’s 
a lot that could be told), each episode 
entails the crazy hijinx of Eleanor pulling 
her friends into her crisis as she struggles 
to stay in the good place. The best part of 
each episode is not the reveal that shocks 
you, but instead it is the final minutes of 
each episode that end with a cliff-
hanger that perfectly sets up the 
next episode. Through-
out the series there are 
different plot twists and 
subtle parts of the story 
that may not seem rele-
vant at the time, but 
during the season’s finale 
there is a big reveal that 
ties everything together. 
  “The Good Place” has 
certainly grabbed my 
attention with its witty 
comedy and acting. Iron-
ic comedy, like comedy 
from hit tv-show “The 
Office” can only be exe-
cuted by the very best. 
There is a certain type of 

actor and method that is needed 
to succeed in portraying a char-
acter who is implicitly funny. The 
entire cast of this series achieves 
this craft perfectly. 
   Although the first season is 
promising, I can’t help but be a 
bit confused as to how they are 
going to continue to drive the 
plot now that the big secret of 
the entire show has been re-
vealed. While season one ended 
on a high, season two might just 
not be what it has been hyped up 
to be. 

  All in all, “The Good Place” is worth the 
watch, at least for the first season, and the 
second season deserves a chance. Nomi-
nated for several awards for the first sea-
son alone and winning one of the ten nom-
inations (Critics’ Choice Television Awards’ 
“Most Exciting New Series”) , proves that 
“The Good Place” deserves a good place to 
curl up and binge-watch. 

Eleanor (Kristen Bell), confused as to 
why there is a stray giraffe roaming 
the streets. 

Grade: A- 

Genre: Comedy 

Starring: Kristen Bell, Ted Danson, Wil-
liam Jackson Harper 

Network: NBC (Thursdays at 8:30 p.m.) 

Michael (Ted Danson) showing  Eleanor 
(Kristen Bell) around the neighborhood.  

Written by:  

Rachel Brostowicz  

“The Good Place”: Find a good place to watch 



Khalid: Not your average ‘American Teen’ 

    
  What do you think of when you hear the 
name Khalid? A rather large, major-key-
alerting, “We-The-Best”-yelling DJ? An 
assistant principal at Phoenixville Area 
High School (Mr. Sutton)? Or perhaps an 
up-and-coming pop/R&B artist who has a 
certified platinum single (“Location”), has 

worked with 
stars of the 
music industry, and has songs featured on 
“The Tonight Show” and “Grey’s Anato-
my?” Khalid Robinson (pronounced “kuh-
leed”), known solely by his first name, is 
directing attention toward himself and 
quickly becoming a star in the music world. 
  At 19 years old, Khalid released his debut 
album, fittingly titled “American Teen,” on 
March 3rd, 2017. With the help of 
“Location” and a Twitter shoutout from 
Kendall Jenner, the El Paso native has tak-

en the music world by storm in recent 
months. With its peak at #5 on the Bill-
board 200, “American Teen” details many 
of Khalid’s personal experiences and ro-
mantic endeavors in high school. 

  The album 
kicks off with 
“American 
Teen,” which 
he feels is a 
fitting intro-
duction since 
it is about 
having fun and 
graduating 
high school. 
The teenage 
anthem 
“Young, 
Dumb, and 
Broke” fol-
lows, with its 
catchy beat 

and chorus that has been 
Instagram-captioned by 
half the teen population. 

The third track, “Location,” is an ode to 
young love in the digital age and easily the 
most popular song on the album. The de-
but single is certified double platinum in 
the US and has been played 320 million 
times (and counting) on Spotify. Songs like 
“Let’s Go” and “8TEEN” talk about the 
freedom and restriction of the 2016 high 
school graduate’s life, which many around 
his age can relate to. 

  The second half of the album, with songs 
like “Hopeless” and “Therapy,” takes a bit 
of a somber turn, but keeps in line with the 
real-life nature of “American Teen.” The 
album closes with its fifteenth track, 
“Angels,” which was featured in an April 
episode of the TV drama “Grey’s Anatomy.” 

  Since the release of 
“American Teen,” Kha-
lid has collaborated 
with some of the big-
gest up-and-coming 
names in music. His 
collab with Logic on “1-
800-273-8255” (titled 
for the National Suicide 

Prevention Lifeline) has both 
reached top five on Billboard charts 
and sent a powerful message to the 
community. The smiley face mask-

wearing DJ Marshmello teamed up with 
Khalid to produce “Silence,” an EDM hit 
that is climbing in the charts. Most recent-
ly, the 2017 VMA Best New Artist was fea-
tured on a remix of Lorde’s “Homemade 
Dynamite” with Post Malone and SZA. 
  Before he has even reached the age of 20, 

Khalid has established 
himself as a star in the mu-
sic industry. Along with his 
smash hits and star-
studded collaborations, he 
has a strong social media 
presence on Twitter 
(@thegreatkhalid) and 
Instagram (@thegr8khalid). 
Khalid is currently on tour 
in Europe, but it is almost 
certain that he will play 
more shows in the U.S. in 
the near future. In short, his 
music is definitely worth 
listening to and should be 
“Saved” to your next 
playlist. 
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Written by:     

Timothy Kopera 

Khalid looks over 60,000 fans at a twilight 
show in Santa Monica, CA. 

Grade: A- 

Genre: R&B/pop 

Label: Right Hand and RCA Rec-
ords 

Biggest Hits: “Location,” “Young, 
Dumb, and Broke,” “Silence” 

Khalid poses with Marshmello after performing 
at the Made in America Festival in Philadelphia, 
PA. 

Cover for Khalid’s debut album, 
“American Teen” 

   An interesting aspect of the horror genre 
that  I feel is not utilized enough for the 
eyes of modern audiences is cosmic horror. 
Unlike typical examples of western horror 
(“Annabelle,” “Insidious,” “Friday the 
13th,” etc.), cosmic horror forgoes the 
convention of morality-based horror. The 
families of “Annabelle” and “Insidious” 
were haunted by demons by in some way. 
Because the families contacted a realm of 
spirits not meant for humanity, they were 
subsequently punished. Jason Voorhees 
was created when neglectful counselors let 
him drown in a lake when he was a child, 
and came back to kill future counselors. IT 
does not follow these rules. 

  IT exists because IT was created along 
with everything else at the beginning of 
the universe. IT stalks and kills children 

because IT must feed off of them to sur-
vive. IT scares prey first because it makes 
them taste better. IT is not constricted to 
any morality or rule that makes it weaker. 
As the children of Derry, Maine attempt to 
live the normal lives of children, IT will 
come for them. 

  Despite the creativity of this film, 
“IT”owes its originality to what had come 
before. The 2017 adaptation of “IT” is a 
retelling of the first half of Stephen King’s 

1986 novel of the same name. “IT” was first 
put to film in 1990, which was a culmina-
tion of episodes from a television mini-

series. The original adapta-
tion, however, did not set the 
bar high for the modern re-
make. Aside from an enter-
taining performance by Tim 

Curry as the titular clown 
from hell, the film was 
plagued with dull acting, 
cheap horror (both in price 
and effect), and an incon-
sistent tone. A disappoint-
ment for sure, it was not rep-
resentative of Stephen King’s 

original quality. 

    If you are a fan of Pennywise the clown, 
don’t worry; he still makes a healthy num-
ber of appearances, healthy for the audi-
ence anyways. Luckily, he is able to retain 
his charisma and sadistic sense of humor 
from the original film without compromis-
ing his sense of dread. You get an impres-
sion that Pennywise’s antics are not just out 
of necessity, but also a genuine enjoyment 
for child murder. There is a strong sense of 

unpredictability as Bill Skarsgard 
brings an almost bipolar-esque ability 
to alternate from teasing and joking 
with IT’s victims, to becoming incredi-
bly unnatural and increasingly violent. 

 All of the child actors also gave off 
good performances with standouts 
being Beverly (Sophia Lillis) and Bill 
(Jaeden Lieberher). The range of the 
seven main character’s personalities 
creates a situation where the viewer 
will identify, or at least like, a few of 
the characters. Any hypochondriac 
will enjoy Eddie (Jack Dylan Grazer) 

and his overprotective mother, and anyone 
particularly crass with a loud mouth will 
like Richie (Finn Wolfhard). Together, 
these kids along with several others form 
the Losers Club, the quintessential group 
of outcasts and misfits. 

 While I can say that I had no quarrels with 
the performances in“IT,” I have 
issues pertaining to the script. As I 
said earlier, this movie is based on 
the first half of a 1,138 page book, 

and the film only has a little over two hours 
to work with, so some of the characteriza-
tion is skimpy. 

  The first act also suffers from being a little 
formulaic: one of the children is isolated, 
something peaks his or her interest, they 
investigate and find IT, rinse and repeat 

several more times. This cliche is a little 
disappointing as I was hoping for a more 
unpredictable and omnipotent look at IT, 
something this sense of formula negates 
early on, but does use later. My final griev-
ance is how the there are several moments 
where IT could and should have killed 
someone, but they live for the sake of the 
plot continuing. 

  Aside from these drawbacks, “IT” manag-
es to be an enjoyable coming-of-age story 
with sprinkles of horror thrown into the 

mix, as opposed to the constantly terrifying 
thrill ride some may expect. All of the ac-
tors offered impressive performances, 
despite a lack of characterization for some 
of them. The first act’s formulaic nature 
does not persist for long, and the conflict 
between the creature and the Loser’s Club 
is very engaging. “IT” is not a masterpiece, 
but is certainly a respectable adaptation of 
a Stephen King classic. 

Written by: 

Bryce Thompson 

Grade: B- 

Director: Andrés Muschietti 

Rating: R 

Genre: Coming-of-age, horror 

Starring: Jaeden Lieberher, Sophia Lillis, 
Finn Wolfhard, Jack Dylan Grazer, Jeremy 
Ray Taylor, Wyatt Oleff, Chosen Jacobs, and 
Bill Skarsgård 

“IT” is back, and very hungry  

Pennywise the Clown (Bill Skarsgård)  
showing off his impressive dental hygiene.  
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  Following a successful first season under 
coach Katie Yancik, the Phoenixville Girls’ 
Tennis team set out this season to improve, 
and they did not disappoint. With a varsity 
team led by senior captains Ashlyn Duda 
and Sam Wilder, the 
team posted a 10-1 

record in the Pioneer Athletic Conference, 
finishing 11-2 overall. 
  This year’s varsity lineup was highlighted 
by plenty of returning talent, led by first 
singles  junior Julia Gumieniak, sophomore 
Mila Archer for second singles, and junior 
Gina Brown at third singles. Varsity dou-
bles featured senior Susan Duncan and 
junior Alex Rieg playing first doubles, sen-
ior Ashlyn Duda and junior Meghan O’Neill 
at second doubles, junior Jillian Absher 
and senior Jess Kramer at third doubles, 
and sophomores Sophie Taylor and 

Michelle Richter competing at fourth dou-
bles. 
  Heading into the season, the Phantoms 
sought to reach at least the same record as 
last year. “We got fourth place in the 
league [last year], so we were hoping to 
reach that again this year” coach Yancik 
said. “I knew I would have strong singles 
players being that none of them graduat-
ed. We were thrilled to get second place 
this year.” The girls’ success came largely 
on the heels of of huge victories against 
Methacton and Owen J Roberts, recent 
powerhouses that have dominated Phoe-
nixville in years prior. Because of their 

great success, the 
team qualified for the 
District One Tourna-
ment, taking on Con-
estoga in a first round 

match. 
  Senior Captain Sam Wilder commented 
on the team’s success, saying, “We had a 
lot of underclassmen step up… Even after 
[the seniors] leave, we’re going to have a 
lot of strong people on the team.”    
  This year’s PAC Singles Tournament was 
also a successful one for the Phantoms. 
Junior Julia Gumieniak, who took fourth 
overall, in 2016, 
made it to the 
semifinals once 
again. This year, 
she took third 
place after a 6-4, 6
-3 victory. “It was 
very exciting,” 
Gumieniak said, 
adding, “There 
were some tough 
matches, but I feel 
I played well.” 
Sophomore Mila 
Archer took fifth 
place overall in 
the tournament.   

  Off the court, the team held a car wash 
as well as a tennis tournament to fund-
raise for the Cancer Center at Phoe-

nixville Hospital. The 
tournament featured 
teams outside the 
PAC. Senior Ashlyn 
Duda said,“ We got 
donations from the 
community before we 
set up the tourna-
ment. We had con-
cessions, raffle bas-
kets, and the other 
teams bought dona-

tions which was really nice of them.” The 
team raised over $2,500 and presented it 
to the Cancer Center during the Pink Out 
football game. 
  This season has been one of the best in 
recent years for the girls’ tennis team. 
With such a young team, the Phantoms 
can expect to continue their success in the 
years to come. “We’re a really young team, 
so all of our singles players are returning 
and we’re only losing a handful of seniors 
from the varsity team. I see a lot of poten-

tial for our girls,” Duda said. This year’s 
success was just a sample of things to 
come for the program. Coach Yancik 
said, “I was truly impressed with how 

strong our team was this year.” 

Written by: 

Logan Perrone 

Girls’ Tennis: Serving up another great season 

  The members of our school’s golf teams 
have put in a lot of effort into their sport, 
and have the results to prove it. And while 
each team achieved different results at the 
end of the season, they both performed 
well overall. 
  Ms. Waltz, the coach of the girls’ golf 
team for four years, says that the team had 
great depth of the seniors and the under-
classman. Although they did experience 
some difficulty early on with consistency, 
they managed to improve on that. Their 
seniors included Jenn Billoti, Allison Brad-
ley, Alena Carranti, Natalie Stipa and Cap-

tain Grace Simenson, who comments that 
she’ll miss the team now that the season is 
over. 
  Looking back on the season, Simenson is 
fond of how “all of our matches have been 
really close” and that the team managed to 
make PAC Championships. And when 
asked what she’ll miss the most from golf, 
Allison Bradley said “being around the 
team and the girls because we’ve just 

grown so close”. 
  The girls ended their PAC with 
a record of 5-3 and 6-3 overall, 
in fourth place, and qualifying 
for the Final Four. In addition, 
Simenson, Allison Bradley, Mor-
gan Morris, Morgan Frampton, 
and Sara Bradley participated in 
Districts on Tuesday with hopes 
for individual and team success. 
  A few students to look out for 
next year are Frampton, Morris, 
and Sara Bradley, who will all 
play an important role for the 
team. Coach Waltz describes 
next year as a “rebuilding year 

for us.” In addition, Coach 
Waltz said, “I’d like to thank 
Justin McCord and Tracey Ster-
ling for being amazing assistant 
coaches this year.” 
  The boys’ team ended with a 
PAC record of 5-5, and 5-6 
overall, but were unable to 
make the Final Four. With 

practices at Pickering Valley Golf Course, 
they got plenty of work at the driving 
range, and with their chipping and put-
ting as well. Seniors 
James Peterson and 
Greg Jurgensen 
were the team’s 
seniors this year, 
and they were solid 
teammates and 
contributors. Their 
varsity players, Kyle 
Resuta, Mitchell 
Schwartz, Parker 
Stevens, JT Sinnick, 
PJ Sullivan, Drew 
Gibson, and Gonza-
lo Rambla, plus the 
seniors Peterson 
and Jurgenson, 
have done well this 
season. 
  Mr. Winnick, the 
boys’ golf coach for 
16 years, remarked 
on Kyle Resuta’s potential: “I think Kyle 
[Resuta] if he improves, could be a confer-
ence champion.” 
  “They all got along, they all supported 
each other, [and] some of them played 
very well at home,” said Winnick on the 
team’s strengths, while also adding that he 
didn’t see as much progression in terms of 

skill as he wanted, especially with 
the team’s short game. He 
said,  he’d “like to thank Rob Hou-
ston and Mr. DiBofsky for being 
excellent assistant coaches this 

season.” 
  When they first began the season, James 
Peterson had high hopes for the boys 
team. “The hope was to make the Final 
Four, but we definitely improved,” He 
commented, “We had a lot of good under-
classmen come up, so even though I’m 

leaving the team, hopefully they can do 
well next year”. 
  Both teams put a lot of effort into their 
games and in the end it paid off. With the 
kind of “drive” they have to improve, 
things are looking up “fore” the Phoe-
nixville Golf Teams. 

Boys’ and Girls’ Golf: “Putting” their best foot forward 
Written by: 

Benjamin           

Armstrong 

Junior Max Farbstein, watches his shot. 

The girls’ varsity squad (singles and doubles). 

Photos: Sophie Collet 

Junior Julia Gumieniak blasting a 
serve. 

Ms. Waltz, at the helm of the girls’ golf 
team, (and their golf cart). 

Photo courtesy of Ms. Waltz 

Senior James Peterson chips onto the green. 

Photo: Lifetouch 

Spring-Ford Classic third place 
team: Grace Simenson, Allison 
Bradley and Morgan Morris. 

Photo courtesy of Ms. Waltz 

Senior Ashlyn Duda locks in 
during a match.  
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     With Leicester City winning the title in 
the 2015-16 season, the top teams spent 
their money to not let it happen again. 
After some signings of world class players 
last season, the “Big Six” regained control 
over the league, with Chelsea winning it 
all. Chelsea’s new manager, Antonio 
Conte, and his unique formation with three 
defenders led the team to a commanding 
second title in three years. This summer, 
Chelsea, Tottenham, Manchester City, 
Liverpool, Arsenal and Manchester United 
continued to spend money on their quest 
for a championship team. The two Man-
chester teams look the most prospective 
title winners for this current 2017-18 sea-
son. 
  Chelsea had an incredible season in 2016-
17. They won 30 out of the 38 league 
games and only lost five. No team in the 
Premier League has won the league back 
to back since Manchester United in 2009. 
It will be a tough challenge for Conte to 
motivate his players to play as well as they 
did last year. Since they finished in first 
place, they qualified for the UEFA Champi-
ons League, a competition in which teams 
from all leagues around Europe compete 
against each other. Over the offseason, 
Chelsea lost their center forward, Diego 
Costa,  as he moved back to his old club, 
Atletico Madrid. They were able to replace 
him with a young prolific goal scorer from 
Real Madrid, Alvaro Morata. They also 
made a deadline day signing of Danny 

Drinkwater, a midfielder from Leicester 
City. 
  Tottenham Hotspur had another season 
of finishing just a little bit short. For the 
second year in a row, Spurs finished in 
second place. They lost fewer games than 
the defending champions, Chelsea, but 
had too many ties. Golden Boot winner 
Harry Kane seemed to carry the team at 

times, scoring a total of 29 league goals. 
Tottenham was able to sign a good de-
fender,Serge Aurier as well as a backup to 
Harry Kane, Fernando Llorente. With their 
old stadium, White Hart Lane, being torn 
down, they will have to play 12 miles down 
the road at Wembley Stadium. They 
played at Wembley last year but struggled 
to win games. Spurs are hoping to turn 
that form around this season if they want 
to win the league. 
  Manchester City is looking like the team 
to beat early in this season. Pep Guardiola, 
the manager of City, had a very good sum-
mer and had several big name signings. 
They brought in Bernardo Silva and Benja-
min Mendy from Monaco, Ederson from 
Benfica, Kyle Walker from Tottenham, and 
Danilo from Real Madrid.  Manchester 

City’s attack has already scored 22 goals in 
seven league games. Their defense, which 
struggled last year, is looking much strong-
er and has been mistake-free. Guardiola 
has a good chance of getting his first ever 
Premier League title. 
  Liverpool has started very poorly with 
only three wins in the first seven games. 
Jurgen Klopp’s side has struggled to find 

consistency in winning. They beat Arsenal 
4-0, but then lost 5-0 to Manchester City 
the following week. Summer signings in-
cluding Mohamed Salah, Dominic Solanke, 
and Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain have all 
strengthened Liverpool’s attack. Their 
defense has struggled, giving up 13 league 
goals already this season. They were able 
to qualify for the Champions League for 
the first time since 2014. Playing in this 
elite league has been a struggle for them 
as well. They have tied their first two 
games in the competition so far, while all 
the four other English sides have won both 
of their games so far. They need to im-
prove their form if they want to win any 
trophies this year. 
  Last year was another season of Arsenal 
fans begging their board to fire their man-

ager Arsene Wenger. Yet again, he kept 
his job. Every year there are many rumors 
that top players will be joining the club. 
Yet again, Wenger only bought one quality 
player from Lyon, a center forward, Alex-
andre Lacazette. It seems to be the same 
old story for Arsenal, who haven’t won the 
league since 2004. The good news for 
Arsenal is they were able to keep both 
Mesut Ozil and Alexis Sanchez. They are 
both world class players who will need to 
carry the team again this year. 
  It has been a strong start for both Man-
chester clubs, not just City. Manchester 
United finished in sixth place in the league 
last year but were still able to qualify for 
the Champions League by winning the 
Europa League, another european compe-
tition. Last year, they had more ties (15) 
than any other team in the league. The 
struggle to change those ties to wins made 
them finish in sixth. Manager Jose Mour-
inho made his summer signings very early 
this year. Benfica’s Victor Lin-
delof,  Chelsea’s Nemanja Matic, and 
Everton’s Romelu Lukaku all joined United 
this summer. Romelu Lukaku should solve 
their goal scoring problems. They scored 
54 goals last year, which was 27 less than 
the average goals scored by the five teams 
above them. Lukaku scored 25 league 
goals last year for Everton, and has already 
scored 7 this season. The signing of Matic 
has also given superstar Paul Pogba more 
freedom to roam in the midfield. Pogba’s 
hamstring injury could be a huge set back 
in United’s season. 
  It looks like a two horse race at the start 
of this Premier League season. Both Man-
chester clubs look ready to bring the title 
back to their city. Both have 19 points at 
the end of September. With five of the 
“big six” in Champions League and every 
team getting new signings, this should be 
an exciting year for English soccer. 

Written by: 

Kyle Tucker 

  While many people are focused on the 
early goings of the NFL season, people 
tend to forget that the MLB playoffs are in 
full swing and exciting as always. With the 
Wild Card games already over, it’s on to 
the Divisional rounds. By the time you read 
this, the situations may have changed, so 
as of the Divisional rounds, these are my 
predictions. 
  On the American League side, the Cleve-
land Indians, the Houston Astros, and the 
Boston Red Sox have won their division 
and the New York Yankees won the Wild-
Card game after defeating the Minnesota 
Twins 8-4. The #2 seed Houston Astros are 
playing the #3 seed Boston Red Sox, while 
the Indians, who captured the #1 seed 
with their historic 22 game win streak, are 
hosting the #4 seed Yankees. 
  On the National League side, the Los 
Angeles Dodgers, the Washington Nation-
als, and the Chicago Cubs have won their 
divisions and Arizona Diamondbacks won 
the Wild-Card after beating the Colorado 
Rockies, 11-8. The Dodgers, who had a 
historic month of July, posting a 20-3 rec-
ord, were able to finish with 104 wins and 
clinched the #1 seed and are matched 
against the the D-backs in the divisional 
round. The #2 seed Nationals are battling 
the number #3 seed and defending World 
Series Champions, the Chicago Cubs. 
  Personally, I don’t see the Indians losing 
to the Yankees in the Divisional Round, 
especially with the way they have been 
playing down the stretch. The acquisitions 
of OF Jay Bruce and RHP Joe Smith helped 

solidify their lineup and bull-
pen. The all-star lineup includ-
ing SS Francisco Lindor and DH 
Edwin Encarnacion is backed by 
a strong rotation lead by Cy 
Young award winner Corey 
Kluber, Carlos Carrasco, and 
Trevor Bauer. The Yankees’ bats 
have been hot lately and if 
rookie OF Aaron Judge has 
anything to say about it, these 
bats aren’t slowing down, so it’s 
hard to say this series will be a 
sweep. I predict Cleveland winning it 3-1. 
  I believe the Houston Astros are definite-
ly going to move onto the ALCS,  led by 
MVP candidate Jose Altuve.  A mix of 
young guys, such as SS Carlos Correa and 
3B Alex Bregman, and experienced veter-
ans like C Brian McCann, DH Carlos Bel-
tran, and RHP Justin Verlander really bol-
ster their roster. The acquisition of Ver-
lander from the Tigers in late August made 
the rotation for Houston even better and 
will help beat Boston. The Sox do have 
chance with the strength of their rotation, 
led by LHP Chris Sale, and their experi-
enced lineup including 2B Dustin Pedroia, 
OF Mookie Betts, and SS Xander Bogaerts. 
I think this series will be close with the 
Astros escaping, winning the series 3-2. 
  That being said, I believe the ALCS will 
feature the Indians 
against the Astros. Alt-

hough Houston 
has the talent and 
the spunk, they 
lack depth of 
pitching the Indi-
ans have and I 
don’t think the 
Astros will be able 
to beat them. I 
believe that 
Cleveland will 
take the series 4-
2, meaning, for 

the second year in a row, the World Series 
will make a stop in Cleveland. The ALCS 
MVP will definitely be a member of the 
Indians pitching staff (either Corey Kluber 
or Trevor Bauer). 
  On the NL side, the Los Angeles Dodgers 
are coming into the postseason with a 
terrible month of September, which in-
cluded a series sweep by the Diamond-
backs. Also, with the Dodgers’ trend in 
recent years to choke in the postseason (I 
reminisce to Clayton Kershaw giving up 
two home runs last year to the Cubs in 
game 6 of the NLCS last year), I don’t see 
them going past the Divisional Round. 
Although clearly loaded with young talent 
in SS Corey Seager, OF Cody Bellinger, and 
OF Yasiel Puig, as well as a stacked rota-
tion headlined by Clayton Kershaw, Yu 

Darvish, and Rich 
Hill,  their 104 
win season will be 
all for nothing. 
The Arizona Dia-

mondbacks are loaded with a 
power hitting lineup with 1B 
Paul Goldschmidt, 3B Jake 
Lamb, and RF J.D. Martinez. 
Martinez, who was acquired 
from the Tigers at the trade 
deadline in July. Martinez 
can’t stop hitting home runs. 
He hit 16 in September while 
also posting a .404 batting 

average and drove in 36 runs. That being 
said I predict the D-backs taking this series 
3-2. 
  On the other side of the division, I think 
that Washington will move on to the 
NLCS. They have the depth in pitching in 
Max Scherzer, Stephen Strasburg, and Gio 
Gonzalez, as well as a strong lineup with 
the return of Bryce Harper. I don’t think 
the Cubs have what it takes to repeat, so 
the Nationals will run away with this se-
ries.  The team simply isn’t as good as last 
year’s team and the Nationals will beat 
them 3-1. 
  With those outcomes, the NLCS the 
would feature the Nats and the Diamond-
backs. I think the Nationals will advance to 
the World Series. Although the D-backs 
are going to be tough to beat, I think the 
Nationals will use their momentum from 
the ALDS and, backed by their experi-
enced  staff, be able to beat Arizona in 7 
games. If he is able to hit the Diamond-
back pitchers, Bryce Harper will lead the 
team with his bat and be the NLCS MVP. 
  So, if the World Series comes down to the 
Indians and the Nationals, my prediction is 
for Cleveland to come out on top. With 
their dominant pitching staff and talented 
lineup, it’s hard to see the Nationals beat-
ing them.  Cleveland’s lineup and pitching 
is overall better. Also, they have something 
else fueling them. The Indians haven’t won 

a World Series since 1948 ー69 years! 
  If the Indians get to the World Series, the 
team and the fanbase will be fired up and 
ready to win after coming so close last 
year. This will be a redemption year for 
them. They will win the title that eluded 
them last year. I predict the Indians win-
ning the series 4-2. Also, with the way Jay 
Bruce has been hitting, I can see him com-
ing up clutch in the series and earning the 
World Series MVP. However, if Trevor 
Bauer gets the ball at least twice in the 
series, I could see him making a strong 
case for the MVP title. 

MLB Postseason: My pitch for who’ll come out on top  

English Premier League: A two horse race in Manchester?  

Romelu Lukaku celebrates after scoring for    
Manchester United.  

Written by: 

Samuel Perrone 

Houston Astros SS Carlos Correa and 2B 
José Altuve in the early games of the ALDS 
against the Red Sox.  



ARIES: (March 21 - April 19) 
Watch out! Mars is in your star chart, and it’s ready to 
rumble. You’ll be feeling more angry than you were 
when Netflix cancelled your favorite show mid season. 
Expect turbulence in the love department, when you 
accidentally ask two people to Homecoming. Pick one 
by making them have a rap battle during lunch. In 
math class, your teacher will take your phone when it accidentally blasts 
Enya in the middle of a test.  

This month: Fill your water bottle in the F-wing bathroom. 

LIBRA: (September 23 - October 22) 
This month the stars have aligned, making you feel 

better than you ever have, both physically and 
emotionally. School will be easy, you will win $3.27 

in the lottery, and your craving for chocolate will go away. When you 
watch “Friends” you won't miss a single clap in the opening song. On 
the downside, almost everyone else will despise you for having your 

life together. They’ll get over it. Live your life!  

This month: Drink coffee with cream and sugar, minus the coffee.  

  

TAURUS: (April 20 - May 20) 
Mercury is in retrograde and you are, quite frankly, due to 
be a mess. Prepare for your friends to make a bird watch-
ing club and not invite you. In retaliation, use their pencils 
until they all need to be sharpened. Your blog will be full 
of My Chemical Romance quotes because your crush 
doesn’t notice you. You’ll find the answer to your science 
homework in the sketchy sandwich that your mom packed. 
Make sure to eat it all, even if you hate eggplant and 
cheese.  

This month: Learn how to play a Halloween song on the tuba.  

GEMINI: (May 21 - June 20) 
This month it’s all about you, you, you! Your teachers will automatically give 
you A’s, your parents will stop nagging about your room being clean, and 
you will finally get that follow back from the cute person in 
your homeroom. It is in the stars that you must quit your job 
so you can take up your rock collecting hobby. Life is going 
great for you, Gemini, but make sure to slow down and en-
joy it while it lasts.   

This month: Listen to music that would be played by a 
burnt-out bar mitzvah DJ.  

CANCER: (June 21 - July 22) 
Bring on the waterworks, Cancer. Love is in the air and it’s about to hit hard. 
Venus is in your star chart, and you may want to be wary of your future 
beau. Even if they offer to buy you a new ‘fit from Phantom Station, know 
that your date to the pep rally may not be telling the 
truth. Weed out the problems in your budding relation-
ship by making him or her take a lie detector test. Make 
sure to bring a box of tissues, just in case. 

This month: Cry into the microphone on the morning 
announcements. 

LEO: (July 23 - August 22) 
It might not be the best idea to get on your bad side this month! Your star 
chart has you destined to seek revenge left and right. For what? That’s up 
to you to decide. Whether you plot to shut down the in-
ternet while your sister is writing her essay, or glue a wig 
to your BFF’s head, you’re about to go Blank Space on 
those who wrong you. Be careful though, because the 
backlash on your schemes may be brutal. 

This month: Cut your hair and send it to your favorite ce-
lebrity. 

VIRGO: (August 23 - September 22) 
This month will be the time when your organizational skills must come into 
play. If you’ve had trouble keeping track of your life in 
the past, have no fear. Instead of buying an overpriced 
planner, tweet out your incredibly detailed schedule 
every day. Your 30 followers will thank you, I promise. As 
for school, just sleep in on the Purple Perk couch so you 
won’t be late!  

This month: Only take advice from freshmen.  

SCORPIO: (October 23 -  November 21) 
Due to Pluto being in your star chart this month, you 

will feel small and alone. Your lunch table will be put 

away because the people around you made a mess, 

forcing you to share a seat with your worst enemy. Nor-

mally warm, you will feel cold, forcing you to carry a 

blanket with you wherever you go. The only way to fix 

this is to drink 47 gallons of sardine juice. No worries though, your 

month probably won't get any worse. 

This month: Train yourself to cry on command.  

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 - December 21) 
Nothing worth tweeting about will happen this month. School will go 

on to be grueling as always. You will be emotionally stable, for the 

most part. Of course, there will be the occasional breakdown due to 

cramming for that pop quiz, and the urge to jump for 

joy when McDonald's announces that the McRib is 

back for a limited time. Maybe next month will be 

more exciting. Or worse. Honestly, who knows? Op-

portunities are coming your way! 

This month: Train a cat how to use the toilet.  

CAPRICORN: (December 22 - January 19) 
Something went awry in your star chart this month. Instead of feeling 

good like you normally do, everything will go wrong. That $2.96 in 
your bank account? Gone. Thank coffee for that. That nice shirt you 

were planning on wearing? It shrunk. That good hair 
day? You thought wrong. “Never Gonna Give You Up” 

by Rick Astley is all that will be stuck in your head. 
That quiz you thought you aced? Nope. It’s okay. It’ll 

get better next month.  

This month: Say “henlo” instead of “hello” to everyone 
you see wearing stripes.  

AQUARIUS: (January 20 - February 18) 
Be ready. Your emotions will be out of control with Mercury being in 

your star chart. You’ll laugh at sad moments, cry at happy moments, 

and not know why. Your coworkers will unintentionally 

do things to annoy you, like leaving you to change the 

toilet paper, but there will be no toilet paper in the 

bathroom. On the bright side, your love life will spice 

up this month. Be ready and aware of everything and 

everyone. Keep those emotions in check.  

This month: Pretend that people wearing jeans don't exist.  

PISCES: (February 19 - March 20) 
Oh Pisces, this month will be interesting. You’ll be the 

most confused you’ve ever been. Your non-existent 
love life will suddenly change when three different 
people ask you to go on a date with them. You’ll go 

on all three dates and end up even more confused. Be 
careful who you pick though. They may joust to win 

your love. Ultimately, next month will be the decider.  

This month: Ask a policeman if he can put you in handcuffs for a        
picture.  
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*What Fall Flavor are you?* 

Scoring: Add up the number of times you choose each letter, then check your results below.  

Mostly A’s: Apple Cinnamon- Your personality perfectly mirrors the sweet and subtle flavor of apple with a hint of cinnamon. You are the 

friend everyone goes to when they’ve had a bad day. They can always count on your kindness to cheer them up. This fall, take the squad out 

trick-or-treating or to one of Phoenixville fantastic football games! 

Mostly B’s: Salted Caramel- You are the perfect embodiment of sweet, yet salty. You know what you want, and when you want it, and you 

want it now. Some people say you’re a little too much to handle at times, but that’s because you like to get the job done right. This fall make 

your own Halloween costume to impress the whole school. 

Mostly C’s: Pumpkin Spice- You’re seen as the leader of the group and you always call the shots. Your fall wardrobe consists of an infinite 

amount of Uggs, leggings, and oversized sweaters; or lots of sweatpants, and sports shirts. Halloween is your favorite holiday because people 

always love your amazing costume. 

Mostly D’s: Fall Hater- Wow, you really just hate fall. You spend time indoors yelling at mother nature every time a leaf falls to the ground. 

You hate seeing children violently defacing innocent pumpkins. Watching them stuff their faces with candy while wearing a Mickey Mouse 

costume makes you cringe. Turn that frown upside down and go trick-or-treating this fall or curl up and hibernate until the weather’s warm 

again. 

The brisk fall is upon us! That means it’s time to break out your fall wardrobe, favorite 

pair of boots, and your sparkling fall attitude. Your personality can be perfectly defined 

by one of these four fall flavor categories. Whether you’re a fall fanatic, summer lover, 

or just plain indifferent to the changing of the seasons, this quiz will perfectly determine 

how you should spend your time this autumn. Read and select each answer carefully if 

you want to have a fun-filled fall!  

6) What is your favorite genre of music? 

A. Broadway; it’s always so heartwarming 

B. Oldies; they were the best times in history 

C. Pop, because I always have the hot sta-

tions on 

D. Summer anthems 

7) What’s your favorite fall sport? 

A. Golf, just to play a sport 

B. Field hockey/lacrosse, because I love to 

show everyone my skills 

C. Soccer, because it gives me the oppor-

tunity to kick something 

D. I don’t do fall sports 

8) Who is your ideal Homecoming date? 

A. I’ll just go with friends 

B. Channing Tatum, Beyoncé 

C. The hottest person in the school 

D. I don’t feel like going 

9) What’s your favorite Halloween candy? 

A. Candy Corn M&M’s 

B. 5th Avenue 

C. Gummy bears 

D. Candy isn’t really my thing 

10) What Halloween costume suits your person-

ality? 

A. A ghost 

B. A king or queen 

C. My favorite celebrity 

D. I’d rather watch Netflix alone 

1) How would your friends describe 

you? 

A. Sweet and a bit shy 

B. Sassy 

C. A leader 

D. Sarcastic 

2) What’s your favorite fall tradition? 

A. Sharing warm drinks with friends and family 

B. Perfecting your awesome Halloween costume 

C. Beating everyone in the annual Jack-o-lantern 

competition 

D. Staying inside and turning up the heat 

3) What would you carve into your Jack-o-

Lantern? 

A. A happy smiley face 

B. My beautiful face 

C. It doesn’t matter, as long as it's better than 

everyone else's 

D. Ew, no pumpkin for me 

5) If you could go anywhere during autumn 

where would you go? 

A. Canada 

B. Travel through Europe 

C. Australia, because Uggs are only $3 there, 

or for the Australian babes 

D. Florida 

4) What your favorite fall accessory? 

A. A nice sweater 

B. Combat boots 

C. Leggings or gray sweatpants 

D. I wear Birks year round 

Written by: Hayley Barvitskie and       

Meghan O’Neill 
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I love making art because I enjoy the process of creating something with 
my hands for myself and others to see. I enjoy using colored pencil,     
graphite, and charcoal. Watercolor has recently become one of my          
favorites because it feels very free. Since last year, I have also  become 
much more comfortable and familiar with portraiture. Practicing drawing 
and painting with different media has taught me a lot and helped me with 
creative thinking. This year in AP Studio Art, I will work to expand my skills 
and to build a strong portfolio. Next year, when I go to college, I want to 
continue in art because it has become a very important part of me during 
high school.  

Self-Portrait 

Saturated Landscape 

Still-Life 

Bows 

Black and White  
Self-Portrait 

Candy Drawing 


